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GOVERNMENT : 
vy Director, FBI OS °°. DATE: March b 1982 a 
ROM” SAC, Minneapolis (71- J) 
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SUBJECT: 2h65th ATR FORCE RESERVE. TRAINING CENTER 
“Aiwgeet WOLD CHAMBERLAIN FIELD | _ | os, | 
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oT rroap Se, 3 —_ 
Bureau letter datéd February ll, 1952 entitled. - 
"INTERSTATE TRANSFOR TATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES, 
MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION" (71-157-20), reflects con a 
‘that each military installation possessing. gambling” | 
devices prior to-January 2, 1951, as a part of. ; 
its Officers!.Club, Non-Commissioned Officers! 7 
| Clubs, should be contacted and information obtained. 
ce as to the identity. of the individual. or” company. 
Sy purchasing the. gambling device. | | 
OS _ This letter fur ther reflects that the identifying | 
= . data. concerning each device sold, including the 
ay _ serial number, should be obtained. The purchasers —_ 
a | of these machines should be. checked to determine 
“what disposition has been made by them of the - 


tL 
a? oe Ee a 
S “The Pending case entitled "SURVEY. OF GAMBLING DEVICES 
NS ON WHICH $150 TAX WAS PAID TO COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL. 
a - REVENUE, ST..PAUL, MINNESOTA; ITOGD": (71-183), as . 
oy well as the case on eres "CRIME AND VICE CONDITIONS | 
Wy IN RURAL MINNESOTA" (94-102), contains two cards 
2 ‘which were previously received from the Collector of 
< Internal Revenue which rélate to individuals and. | 
x .firms who paid the. federal tax on coin operated © 
Va ‘gaming devices. | ; 


One of these cards reflects that. the 366th AFRTC. 
Officers! Club, Wold Chamberlain Field, ‘Minneapolis,. | 
Minnesota, in July, 1950 paid tax-on three coin: .. 

- operated. gaming devices and received Stamp No. 3761. a 


“The other card reflects that the Non=Commissioned | 
Officers! Mess, 265th AF Res Ing Center, Wold Chamber -. 


lain Field, Minneapolis, Minnesota; < bn July, ; 
f AAG: WAZ 


-1950 on seven coin operated gaming 


oy al No. = Het in 
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Memo, ‘Director, PBI Res 265th AIR FORGE RESERVE TRAINING CENTER 


192 . - WOLD CHAMBERLAIN FIELD 
| = | MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
ITOGD 


These two cards have been transferred from Minneapolis 
File 94-102 and are being placed in instant file for future 
reference. 


| The sbove captioned case is being opened as a result . 
of this information, and appropriate investigation will be © 
conducted in accordance with Bureau instructions appearing in 
-. Bureau letter dated. February 11, 1952 with two enclosures as 

well as in my memo. to’ all Agents dated February 29, 1952. 
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-| REPORT MADE AT: | DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
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Springfield, Illinois 3-16-52 2-14-52 |(_ tw 


(TITLE | ; | CHARACTER OF CASE | | 
: ee 9 WaSe Et al _—s'|_—s INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 


~ 
% 


AGENCY TO WHICH tik 


OF GAMBLING .DEVICES 


\ 
= SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


po oo ee . a 
/ 0 Wr _ USA, Springfield, 1ll., considering presentment. _ 
. ie “~Y of case to Grand Jury, Southern District of Ill., — 


- ves op requested to be advised of results in prosecution 


contemplated by Federal authorities in Towa, | 
DETAILS: = s “At Swingfiel4, Illinois 


MARKS ALEXANDER, Assistant United States Attorney, 
. Southern District of Illinois, advised that he is © 
‘considering presentment of this matter to a Grand 
Jury in the immediate future. It was explained to 
Mr. ALEXANDER that prosecution is to be undertaken 
by Federal authorities in the State of Iowa on or 
about March 3, 1952, wherein extensive investigation | 
in this (case has been conducted by the Omaha Division. 


Mr. ALEXANDER advised he did not wish to complicate 
matters by initiating prosecution in Illinois in 

view of the above. However, he said that he is 
desirous of being advised of the outcome of prosectition 
in the Ome he Division. | 
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SI 71-100 a 
| ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


A copy of this report is furnished the Minneapolis 1 Division for 
, informative Purposes. 


| Leads 
- ‘THRE.OMAHA DIVISION 


At Des Moines, Iowa 
Will report. results of. prosecution. 
THE SPRINGFIELD DIVISION == 

At Springfield, Illinois oo OF BIC 
Upon receipt of prosecutive results. from Omaha Division, will 


advise USA, Southern District of Illinois, and determine whether 
. further prosecution will be initiated in this Division. 


REFERENCE ‘Report of SA — Springfield, 1-21- 52 
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FORM No. 1 . . 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAR FILE NO. 
| REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
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; TITLE . . CHARACTER OF CASE 


“ ~ | 


oC waS., ET AL INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 


OF GAMBLING DEVICHS 


<, -f 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | ; Cy) 
L 


reported that HERM N PASTER, dba‘ Mayflower 
Distributing Company, Was planning 70) ship "buttons" fh qe f 
for Hollycrane machines from St. Paul to New a 
Orleans. Buttons shipped 2/14/52 via U. S. mail. 


USA's at St. Paul and New Orleans decline pros ecution, ! b7C 
-~ HUC + | SLR-@ 


DETAILS: AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUTSIANA DED 


Confidential Informant [ _} an individual who has fur- 

nished reliable information in the past, advised that sERMAK PASTER, do 

May flower Dist rd outing Company, hed contacted .and advised he 
was sa ipping ‘outtons" for Mollycrane machines from’ St. Paul, Minnesota, 

to New Orleans, Louisiana, which buttons were to convert. the Hollycrane 
machines to free play machines, [___]advised that PASTER intends to have 

the machines shipned from New Crleans, Louisiana to Canada and has ob- 
tained an export permit for the machines. This information was furnished 

+o the Minneapolis Office by teletype dated February 11, 1952. 


The Minneapolis Office, by teletype dated February 12, 1992, ad- 
vised that they were unable to determine the means by which these buttons 
were to be shipped to New Orleans, Louisiana. 


The teletype further reflected that the U. S. Attorney at St, Paul 
gave the opinion that the buttons mentioned did not come within the purview 
of Public Taw 906 and declined prosecution. ° 
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NO #71-2hh 


The facts in this case were presented to U. S. Attorney JOHN N. 
McKAY, New Orleans, by ASAC GERALD E. GOTSCHALL and Mr. McKAY likewise 
declined prosecution. | 


_[-_Jadvised on February 25, 1952 that PASTER was intending to 
ship the Hollycrane machines to Donald Fielding & Company, 1106 Hall 
Avenue, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, [advised that PASTER, to his knowl- 
edge, had not obtained custom papers to ship these machines out of the 
country. [___]advised that he has determined that the buttons, consisting 
of fifty sets valued at #1.50 each, were shipped to -ander 
Holly Sales Company invoice #7222. The price of these buttons was $75.00. 
[advised that the buttons were not original parts for Hollycrane ma- 
chines but were apparently the parts from 4 Bally pinball machine which 
are attached to the ball return or plunger. advised that the instruc- 
tions for installing these buttons were to place the buttons over the 
crane controls. These buttons would not convert the Hollycrane machines 
into free play machines but would merely provide a more attractive control 
for the crane. advised that the shipment was made by U. S. Mail © 
bearing insured #507377 from St. Paul to New Orleans. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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b6 
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NO #71-2hh 
ADMINISTRATIVEs 

One copy of this report is being furnished to the Detroit Office 
for information in view of the possible future connection of Donald 
Fielding & Company, Windsor, Cntario, Canada. 
INFORMANT: . 
REFERENCE: 


Report of oe ee | Minneapolis, 2/27/52. 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


| Office Memotondum - 


DIRECTOR, FBI : baie! ere 20, 1952 
FROM : SAC, Omaha (71-206) 


TO 


SUBJECT: was., et al 


TTGD - CONSPIRACY athT FoI 


BE MAR 3119 


rerep SAL, wna, We 22n-se. 


For the information of the Minneapolis Office and the use of 
the USA at St. Paul, Minnesota, there are being sent to the 
Minneapolis Office with a copy of this letter, two photo-~- 
static copies of the documents contained in the file of the 
Attorney General of the United States concerning the May- 
flower Distributing Company as relates to Public Law 906. 


For the information of the Minneapolis Office, rerep re- 
flected that DSSS Official Registrar of 
Records, Room 352h, U. Se Department of Justice, Washington, 


Encls. (Registered Mailto Mpls) EY.83 
cc: Minnea Do Oe. 


oS ha 


UNITED STATES GOVERN MENT 


b6 

D. G., produced photostatic copies of all inventories and b7c 
correspondence both received by the Attorney General and : 
transmitted by the Attorney General, from and to the May- 
flower Distributing Company. 
The documents above referred to consisted of the following: 

Letter fromn[ sd to We SD. «JOHNSON, dated 

8-151, 

Letter from|__——C™~—~—sCSCSC to. Ww «@DY OHIO, aati 

July 27, 1951. 

Letter from [__~—~—~—C~‘“‘WY tO WE DG JOHNSON, dated ~ 

June 305 1951. an 

Two page letter from[ _——ss———~—~—é‘idiG.Xws«édDSOHNSON Cs 

dated 6-13-51. “ 

Two page letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General 

dated 1-30-52, 

Two affidavits, signed[____————_—si ana 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

11-30-51. 

Inventory list marked "C", 

Two page inventory list. 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

12-31-51. = 

UAB 7 —(Ybo 
71-206 24167) 
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OM 71-206 


Six page inventory list. 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

10-31-51. 

Seven page inventory list. 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

10-1-S1. 

Six page inventory list. 

Letter from We D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

8-31-51, 

Six page inventory list. 

Envelope addressed to Attorney General, Regis tered, 

postmarked 8-30-51. 

aehee 2B two page, from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General 

dated 8-3-51. 

Zoi Boe from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 
18-51. 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

7-31-51. 

Six page inventory list. 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 

7-20-51, 

Six page inventory list. 

rate from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 
~30-51,. 

Record of Sales and Deliveries. 

Six page inventory list. 

Letter from W. D. JOHNSON to Attorney General dated 


6-51. 


Inasmuch as the copies of ducuments above itemized appear to 
relate generally to the operation of the Mayflower Distribu- 
ting Company of St. Paul, Minnesota, rather than specifically 
to captioned case, the matter of investigation based upon the 
above documents is being left to the decision of the Minne- 
apolis Office. 


SAG, Minneapolis ce | _ Marek 20, 1952 


Director, FOI 


oe ee Be hep 


| Turing the course of | this investigation tho oroblon has . 

been raised as to the cadministrative hendling of rolated invostiga-— 
tions which hava been devoloped as an outgrowth of the activity of Dé 
Subject[ so, A veviow of the filles in this mattor rofloets that 9 yi. 
tho activity off _] in his docling in ganbling devices is directly 


tied into the Mayflower Distributing Company enc the Pastor Distribute 


_ is eonp 


ing Company. It would thorofore appear logicel that the investigation 
in this mattor should continues to bo rovorved_in the case cantioned, 

' wease, ot al," until such tine as presecution 
leted in rogard tol _—sddecctdvity in tho Oanha Division. 


'Pollowing coapletion of prosecution concerning consideration 
will be riven to tne changing of tho orfico of Oricin in this ease 


to the Minneavolis Office for the eoryletion of any investigation 
pozaining in regard to tho Pastor Distributing Company and the 


Neyflovor | Distributing Company « 
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Director, FBI : | | DATE: March 28, 1952 


SAC, Migneapolis (71-251) 
[rferk : 


SUBJECT: 265th ATR FORCE RESERVE TRAINING CENTER 


WOLD. CHAMBERLAIN FLED 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. 
TTOGD ae 


“ReBulet dated February 11, 1952, entitled INILRSTATE 

TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING. DEVICES, MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION and CHA 
Minneavolis letter to the Bureau, dated March 7, 1952, in ar 
instant matter, 


, Office Manager, Non-Commissioned Officers 
Mess, International Airport, advised SA[ sy that 
during the year 1950 the St. Paul, Minneapolis International 
“irport was known as the 2465th Air Force Reserve Training 
Center, Wold Chamberlain Field. He indicated tnat during this 
period there was an officers club as well as a Non-Commissioned 
Officers Mess which maintained gambling devices at their a 
respective establishmentslocated at the above Training Center. ee 


indicated that shortly before January 2, 1951, he was 
instructed by his superiors to dispose of the gambling devices 
which were located at the above mentioned reserve training center. 
After receiving instructions to dispose of these machines he 
indicated that contact was made with the Daves Distributing 
Company, 1815 Riverside Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, by 
Technical Sergeant now located at USAF, 
Orlando, Florida. Sergeant made arrangements to sell 
botn tne gambling devices maintained by the Non-Commissioned 
Officers Mess and the Officers Club to the Daves Distributing | 
Company for $920.00. As evidence of tnis transaction he produced 
an invoice #647, dated December 30, 1950, which indicated that tne 
Non-Commissioned Officers Mess was given credit for twelve "bells" 
for a total of $920.00. ‘The invoice indicates tnis amount was to 
apply on the purchase of five pinball and one cigarette macnine 
with a total value of 2484.50. ‘his left a balance due to the 
Daves Distributing Company amounting to $1564.50. 

“), 
| Y/ 

[ indicated at the time of this transaction tne Officers Lf 
Club was so small and its operations so limited that financial 
assistance had to be given the Officers Club by the Non-Commissioned 
Officers Mess, He stated that the Officers Club had approximately 
three or four gambling machines, which were in operation at the an 
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Memo, DIRECTOR, FBI —_ _— 3/28/52 | 


Re: 265th ATR FORCE RESERVE. TRAINING CENTER 
WOLD: CHAMBERLAIN FIELD 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
T'foGD 


and wnich were owned by the Club. according to] tits” 


Club had only about two gambling devices which were in operation 


and also had various parts of gambling devices which would. 
amount to, approximately an additional gambling device. 


[(___]exhibited a statement dated December 29, 1950, from the 
Officers Club, 265th Air Force Reserve Training Center, wold 
Chamberlain Field addressed to the Non-Conmmissioned Officers’ 
Club which acknowledge the receipt of the follow ng gambling | 

devices: 


AMOUNT eS eRTAT NUMBER VALUE 


TYPE OF MACHINE 

Mills 25¢ — —.  MEB5031 $20 .00 
Mills 257 :  -MLB2500A 20.00 
Jennings 10¢ L/L. 50.00 
Jennings | 10¢ 1394.54 50.00 
Standard Chief 5¢ 169206 ~50.00 
Mills oo 5¢ | MLB2572 26.00 
Mills. 5¢ No serial 5.00 
Mills 5¢ No serial 5.00 


This statement indicates that the Officers Club was given credit. 
for a total of $220.00. 


According to[l__], the Non-Commissioned Officers Mess disposed 
of tne following macnines and that they were indicated as follows: 


IYPi& OF MACHINE AMOUNT SERIAL NUMBER VALUE 
Standard Chief’ 25¢ 1694.60 None given 
Jennings Tic Tac Toe 5¢ 173651 " " 
Jennings ‘lic Tac Toe ° 10¢ 173631 " " 
Standard Jennings 5¢ 1591hh _ " 
ype not indicated 25¢ 173658 " n 
lype not indicated 10¢ 173650 " " 
5¢ tt H 


type not indicated 


46 34, 51 
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Memo, DIRECTOR, FBI - — . 3/28/52 


Re: 265th AIR FORCE RESERVE TRAINING CANTER 
WOLD CHAMBERLAIN FIALD. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
T TOG D 


According to[____]} the above machines were all in fair operating 
condition and consituted the balance of the machines disposed 
of to the Daves Distributing Company. [____] indicated that the. 
previously mentioned machines at the Officers Club consisted 
of parts of gambling devices for the most part and he did not 
believe there were more than three machines in operating condition: 
out of the eight listed. He indicated that the Officers Club was 
given a very liberal valuation on their eight machines due to 
theirdire financial circumstances at the time, | : 

| ; b6 

Daves Distributing Company, 1815 Niverside. »/7¢ 
Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, residence 1526 Queen Avenue North, | 
- Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that company has been in operation 
for approximately one year and is owned and controlled exclusively 
by the Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota. : 
Daves Distributing Company acts as a distributing outlet for the 
Mayflower Distributing Company and its operations are entirely 
controlled by the Mayflower Company. ee lindicated he’ works 
ona salary and is paid by the Mayflower Distributing Company as 
are all the other expenses in connection with the operation of the 

Daves Vistributing Company. 


[......._] vaguely recalled a transaction with the Non-Commissioned 
Officers Cli 256th Air Keserve Training Center, Wold Chamberlain 
-Field, Minneapolis, Minnesota, involving the trading of approximately 
fifteen gambling devices which were to apply on the purchase | 
of three pinball games and one cigarette machine, Ta States 

he could not recall ever seeing any of the machines which were 

traded in by the Non-Commissioned Officers Club but recalled that. 
someone representing this Club described the machines to him indicating 
that they had shopped around at other places. Without seeing the. 
machines he agreed to allow the Club a total of $920.00 and 

‘believes that the gambling devices which were located at the Non- 
Commissioned Officers Club were delivered directly to the > Mayf lower 
Distributing Company at St.. Paul, Minnesota, 


As evidence of the ‘transaction[ _] produced an invoice number 


Meno, DIRECTOR, FBI = 9° | 3/28/52. 


Re: 2ho Sth AIR FORCE RESERVE TRAINING CENTER 
WOLD CHAMBERLAIN FIEED 7 

‘ MINN@APOLIS, MINNESOTA 

TTOGD 


| Lok. for the Daves Distributing. Company, dated January 4, 1951, 
which indicated that the following pinball machines which he — 
indicated were not gambling devices were sold to the Non- | 
Commissioned Vfficers Mess, 2h65th Air Force Reserve lraining | 
| Genter, wold Chamberlain Hield, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


TYPE . | | SERTAL NUMBER a AMOUNT 
. Turf King oo — 415520 9. rane 00 
Winner 7 ' h691 | | 595.00 
United Fourway Bowler 11083 - 375.00 
Keeney Cigarette Machine 7592 oT 269.50 
Arizona | | 15327 | 225.00 
United Fourway Bowler | ~ 1089 oe 375.00 
7 Total 2h8h.50 © 
Trade-in Allowance’ 3 | —. 920.00 


Balance due , 7 7 : 1564.50 


also produced a credit invoice number 75, dated 
January i, 1951, issued by the Daves Distributing Compariy to 
the Non- Commissioned Offices | Mess, Wold Chamberlain | Bield as. 
follows: 


12 slots 1:20 .00 


_1 photofinish 200.00 | 

1 Kentuck 200.00 be 
1-Canasta —. — . 100.00 - bIC 
Total. 920.00 


It should be noted that.-no serial numbers were indicated for: any 
of the above slots.or ather gambling devices listed on this invoice. 


Ld stated that he feels certain tha the Mayflower Distributing 
Company in St. Paul, Mimmesota, which received the machines mentioned 
in.this memo from the Non-Commissioned Officers Mess, have complete | 
records concerning the gambling devices received from the Non-- 
Commissioned vfficers Mess. ! 


¢, 


Memo, DIRECTOR, FBI —— 3/28/52 
: 2h65th ATR FORCE RESERVE TRAINING CENTER oo 
WOLD CHAMBERLAIN FIBID 


MINNeAPOLIS, MLNNESOT A 
I'TOGD 


Since the investigation indicated above reflects that the Daves 
Distributing Company is owned, controlled and operated by the 
Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, all 
additional investigation in this matter will be conducted in 
connection with the case entitled was. 
et al ITOGD, Minneapolis file 71-161. 
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» ame 7 Os 310 cee: 1 CHARACTER OF CASE ~ 
—s SE ieee 
: — 29; 10 ALB, 1, oes INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
| Wate, BT AL | 2-5 58 52 138s B11, 1516} GANBLING DEVICES 


‘| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
! Information concerning procurement of/or_efforts to purchase : 
~ Slot machines in north-central Iowa ty during  ¢ an ’ 
December, 1950, and subsequent to 1-2-51, sat forth together — OY 
with information sipplied by Osage, Towa,” * an 
— f 


- - ek or hh * . ee “ vi. . 
who acted as a contact for URRMAM PASTER in that area in ne 
| lining up available slot machines for purchase. Results Oo... | 
: ' ' other investigations set forth. 7 
\ | , 
| -~P- \R-© 
\ G. oh SO 
| , b6 
DETAILS : it LeCLagTRy, mOvWsAs bIC 


— ‘— —_ — =r aed —— — i —s 


[_____d contacted on numerous. occasions throughout 
one period covered oy this renort, furnished tne following 


informant. One 


: Repeated efforts “to locate the letter received by him from 
HBRLAN PASTER during February, 1951, in which PASTER instructed 
nim to give preferred attention to the procurement | a sl. ob 
- a ; . . ra , x 4+ 
‘machines, nave been unavailing. - 


° concerning said Lletter,L_—— sd ig 1S stated thaseaamensys 
, an unknown date during Febru ary 1951 and was type- 
lenca autograpnically in ink by HERMAN PILSTER as 
HERGAN"'. Ihe letter was on the stationery of the Mayflower 
| Distributing Sompany of Ste Paul, Minnesota, and consisted of 
COrizg DESTRay one pagé. The opening portion of the letter congratulated 
86 we VED on naving dene ateood job... The remainder of the 
@@ AVG 1; 5966 etter pointed out thet business was cencrally slow and that 
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substantiel profits could be reaved by lining up for purchase available 

slot MACHANG Sy _bhe whoreabouts of which were known to, or covld be learmed 
byl} PASTER pointed out in the lettsr thet impending legislation 

in the Towa State Legislature imoosing very stiff penalties for the mere 
possession of slot machines, should serve to enable their ready purchase 

at nominal sums and he instructed therein shat[ | should give immediate 
and preferred attcntion to lining up such machines as might be available for 
purchesee a 
Concerning other persons who might have secon said letter,[- | stated 
that he permitted[-_] to reed same immediately efter he nad read it 

and thet she was familiar with its contents in a general way. He knew this 
because they discussed the letter at the time. 


woon viewing a photogranh of ALBERT GARDNER , WASe, FBI #2603270, 
positively identifies GARDNER as the individuel whe brought a truck from 
Minneapolis or Ste Paul, Minnesota to Davenport, Iowa, on or about March 2, 
1951, and met on the morning of that date withsaid truck, later 
assisting in transvorting slot machines purchased from the american 
Legion Fost #26, at Davenvort, Towa, to Rock Island, Illinois, and later 

assist ing [Jin tosding additicnal machines purchased from said post 


into the truck at a warehouse in Rock Islend, Illincis, together with . b6 
machines purchased from . C. KANOOP of Davenport, Towa, which were alse b7C 
in stornge at Nock Island, Illincis. | | 


Concerning the truck utilized on that eccasicns[ __inspec ced various 
photographs made available by the Minneamlis Office, of a 19.7 Dodge Yannette 
truck, maroon in colors property of the LARSON Transfer VONDENY 2010 — 2lst 
Avenue, South, Minreavolis, Minnesota, and stated that the markings on the 
truck depic ed in said photographs were identical with those on . the truck 
into which the slot machines were lo- ded byL___]}na GARDNER at both 
Davenport, towa, and #ock Island, Illinois, on March 2, 1951. 


[went into detail on this point and stated that the truck which ne 

had observed on that occasion bore a picture of 2 bird and/or an airplane. 7 
with the words "capital airlines air freight" on the sidee [DJ also 

opserved that the lettering was in vellow as he recalled it and that the 

body of the Vannette truck was mercen with portions thereof in 2 light blue 

colore 


Tt is to be notedy however, that |recalls that the truck which he 


saw on that occasien had a metal tail gate extending woward from the roxr ve 
olatformof the truck to a height of approximately 18 to 2h inches, the | 


renainder of the rear opening of the truck being open nnd covered with 
canvas curtains, probably brown or khaki colorede Av first[ | seemed 
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vory definite on this point but he later stated that he could have been 
misteken about the type of truck used. He stated, in conclusion, with 
reference to the truck, that either the truck, of which pictures were 
exhibited to him, was used in the transportation of the above-mentioned 
slot machines or one marked identically in the same manner and presumably 
the property of the same firm. 


upon interview, advised that she is 
acquainted with representative of the Mayflower Distributing 
Company Ste. Paul, Minnesota, and said that on several occasions subsequent 
to January 2,5 1951,[____]was a guest in her hone for dinner or on cther 
occasiens. for thief pericds of time. She said that she has no knowledge 
concerning the purchase of slot machines by[_]in the Davenport aiea 
other than by nearsay, but that she dogs recall that on numerous occesions 
he indicated that ne was very anxious to acquire for his boss 

HERA Ne NPLSTERs- all available slot machines and that he frequently 
remarked that the PASTER Interests could dispose of all of the machines 
they were able to cbtain. 


She further recalls that[ | stated, probably during February 1951, that 
at one time the PASTER Interests hed been able to obtain the services of 

a trucker who used his own equipment and transported large quantities of 
slot machines from St. Faul, Minnesota, or its tnvirons, to distant points. 
She stated that she could not be certain of any cf these distant points 
except New Orleans, Louisiana, but that she was certain that[_Jindicated 
in some manner tnat PLASTER Interests were and had been shipping large 
quantities.of slot machines to that point. [| __]says that it is 
also her recollection, possibly erroneosus, that tacy_ were also shipping 

laree quantities cf slot mechines by truck from Ste Paul, Mimesota,s to 
upstste New York and to unidentified pcints within the State -f arizona. 

She stated that she was certain, from what said, that the 
YASTSR Interests were still ongaged in shipoing slot machines as above- 
mentioned suosequent to January 2,5 1951, es she is positive thet some of her 
conversations with him took place during February 1951 at which ave 
indicatea that the PASTER Interests were still anxious to acquire any: slo 
machines that they coulc buy, presumably for shipment to distant points. 


b6 
b7C 


She also recalls that[-__] mentioned curing this approximate pericd, that 

the tricker whose services they had previcusly been able te obtain, aac 

"backed cut" because he learned that he was handling Tlcewal cargo anc that 

thereafter persons identified with the PASTER Interests, probably inclucing - 
personaly transported the machines by truck thenselvese 


Upon inquiry it was ascertained that recollection of the 
letter from BERENS PLASTER to datec during Februery 1951, was 
substantially the same as that of in that she usecpractically 


the raonbion tly same language cescribing its aprearance anc contentSe a, 
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[_________]stated that she has no objection to furnishing.the foregoing 
information but that same constitutes her full and complete imowledge of 
matters pertinent to this case and that she very much prefers not to be 
called as a government witness for that reason. 


As an after thought,;[____— sds stated that she was at home one 
afternoon during late February or early March, 1951, she could not fix 


the date exagtiy, when[ received a long distant telephone call 
from Poe in St. Paul, Minnesota. She recalled that the_conversation 


Lasted about fifteen mimutes and that at tne conclusion thereof 

laughingly remarked that[__]was very much worried because he 
felt that he was under observation at the time because of his activities 
inpurchasing and transporting in interstate commerce slot machines in b6 
violation of the Federal laws. She said that it was her recollection tha DIC 

had some knowledge of the fsct that[ hed planned to go 
to Davenport, Iowa that duy in order to pick up an unknown quantity of 
slot machines for which he had previously made purchase arrengements, 
intending to transport them by truck from Davenport, Iowa,to Ste Paul 
Minnesota. She further recalled that her hus>dand menticned that] 
was very "jittery" and ap eared to be of the opinion that his telephcne 
wires were tapped because he made several indirect references to that 
possibility during the conversation. In addition, and by what~ |] 
considered absurd in direction, he inferred that things were 

"too not" and tnat he desired to let the acquirement of the slot machines 
in Da avenport, [ows, rest for the time being. 


assumed from this that[ sas: aware of the contacts 
jn Devenport which[__]had previously made and that it was to be 
function to temporarily cancel the pick-up arrangements which 


Ld 
[had made. 


The following investigation was conducted 


AT DAVENPORT, TOWAs 


ee ee ee 


available pnotogranhs of subjects and GARDNER for identification PF 

purposeSe He pointed out that the photograph of[_ was of a very young 

man with a full head of hair whereas it was nis recollection that the . b7D 
with whom he had dealt for the Postis slot mechines on March 1 and 

25 1951, was middle aged and bald.e He was unable to effect any identificatior 


from that photograph. 


Amsrican = Post #26, was shown the ° 


With relation to the photogravh of ALBERT Garpigr,| _|s tated that this 
appeared to be a reasonable likeness of the man that nad as: isteda—_] 


~) - 
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in loading slot machines into s truck at Davenport, Iowa, and immediately 
thereafter, at the Voss Brothers Warehouse in Rock Island, JTllinois. 

ie pointed out that he would not desire to be understood as having made 

a positive identification of this photograph for the reason that the same 
apnears bo depict that a mich younger men than he saw on that occasion, 
but that allowing for the elapse of time between the time the phctopraph 
was taken and the above dates, and having been furnished with the present 
ohysical description of ALBERT GARDNER, he stated that he was of the 
opinion that the photograph was probably that of the man he saw on that 
CCOCASLONe | | : 


[| when shown the above-mentioned photegranhs.of the 1917 Dodge b6 
Vanette Truck of the Larson Transfer Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota, bic 
advised that the truck depicted in. said phetographs bore a definite b7D 


resemblance to the one into which[ had loaded slot machines at 
Davenport, Towa, and Nock Island, Ilvinois, on or about March 2, 1951. 

ile svated that he was unable to state positively that it was the same truck 
which was depicted in the photographs but that he is reasonably convinced 
oecause of the markings as depicted in the photographs, that the truck 
belongs to the sane concern. 


Confidential infornant[ of known reliability, contacted on several 
occasions throughout the poriod covered by this report, advised that no 
further pertinent information had come to the attention of the Informant 
wnich the writer reported. 


WILLIAM C. KANOCP, Proprietor cf Kanoop's Tavern, Davenpert, Town, advised 4, 
that he has.been unable to fim any pavers or documents indiceting the bID 
serial numbers of the slot machines which he sold to 
on or about March 2, 1951, and he stated that he is unable to furnish any 
further additional pertinent information. | 


of the Moose Lodge, advissd that on no cecasicn | 
has he, or to his knowledge, any other officer been approached by[__] be 
or any other individuals seeking to purchase slot machines previ ously owned pTC 
by the lodge. He stated that he is not acquainted with[_Jor any other 
ropresentctive of the Mayflower Distributing Ocmpany of the Paster 
Distributing Company, to the best of his knowledge. 


Confidential Informant Ls, of known reliability, advised that a call 
made from[- Jat room 4931, Blackhawk Hotel to Hillteop 525, Milwaukee, 
Wisccnsin, was incorrect and that the number actually called at the Hilltop 
Exchange was =5625, He advised that this call was placed at 10:58 asm. 

on March 2, 1951 to "PASTER" personally and that the charge for the call 
appeared, to be $1.5 plus .36 taxe 
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Blackhawk Hotels advised that in the event it is 
desired by the government to subpoena any records or documents belonging 
to said notel that such subpoena should be addressed either to him or te 


CO] of the Hotel, as a substitute. 


The following investigation was conducted by sup at 


Davenport, Towae 


of the ‘merican Legion Post #26, 

when exhibited a photograph of taken in 1939, advised that he caiid 
not identify the individual thereby depicted as being the man with whem 

he discussed the sales of the slot machines of that vost in Yavenoort, Iowa, 
on March 1, 1951. But he pointed out that the individual depicted in the 
photograph is a much younger man and that because of the fact he only sew 
this individual cn one occasion, that he would be unable to visualize the 

oropably changes in the man's appearance curing the twelve intervening yearse 


Davenport Elks Lodge, advised that he 


could not recegnize the photograpn of as the indivicual thereby 
cepicted bore no similarity betwen the individual who made tentative b6 
arrangements for the purchase of the Elks Lodge slot m:ehines during the b7C 


early part of March, 1951. 


[._________] an officer of the Yavenport Elks Ledge, advised that he 
was unable to make any positive identification cn the photograph cf 
exhibited to him but he stated that he is positive that he could icentify 
the individual who negotiated for the purchase of the Elks slct machines 
during March, 1951, if he shoule see him rersonally om any subsequent 
occasione | 


[dS an officerof the Davenport Hiks Lodge, advised that in his 
opinion the ohotogranh of ___|t aken in 1939 somewhet 
resembles the man whe negctiated for the purchase of the Hlks machines 

during March 1951, but that, if he had been shown the same photograph without 
any intimation that it was cne of the same incividual, he would not nave been 
able to recognize or identify it. 


[ ancther officer of the Davenport Elks Locre, advised that he 


notes a slight similarity in the appearance of the individual cepicted by 
the photograph with[ J and the 4 man whom he heard make tentative arrange~ 
ments for the purchase of the Elks slot machines curing March of 1951, bat 

ne stated that he did not want te bs uncerstocd as having made an icentificatii 


of that incdividuel on the basis of the phctograph. 


“ao 


The followin Lies ti gable on was conduc ted at Mason City, Iowa, by SA 
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resident of Osage, Towa, and{ 
of that city, upon interview, gave the following 
Siened statemens voluntarily: 


mason City, Tova 
Decenber 11, 1951 


"Ty, eke the follewing signed statement 
freely and voluntarily boL and 
who have identified themselycs to ine as special agents 
of the Federal Buresu of investigaticn. No threats or promises 
heve been made to me to set me te sign this statement. I know 
I do ncothave to make a statement. J also know that I am entitled 
to heve an attorney before I make such a statement. 


"T em 39 years of ave, being born atv 


operating out 
of Osage, Love .» the latter city being my legal acuress. b6 
| / b7C 

NT have knovm Herman fastcr, who is either the owner or whe 

controls both the Paster Distributing Company and the Mayflower 

Distributing Company, Ste Paul, Minnesote for approximately five 

years.e Paster has done business witn me personally and through 

these two companies, having sold me merchancise and loaned money 

tO Mees 


"NT cannot recall the 
December, 1950 that I received a cell 
to my office at Osage long distance welmhone « He Said “hat 
he was anxious to vn urchase any available slot machines anc asked me 
if_.l knew where there were some sLot machines wnich were availa! 
for purchasee I seid I knew there were some slot machines in the 
general area where [ dic business, mostly in the varicus clubs 
located in the cities where I do business mysclf. This TI infered 
wes in Northcentral, Iowa. I said Iciould ascertain by contacting 
the verious officials of these clubs whether they woulc sell their 
machinese Paster ssid he would pay me a commission on any slot 
‘machine which [could line ups so he could purchase same. We nevor 
ciscussed the cetails of the commission, and I never to this ay 
received any money as the results of my efforts in lining uw 


date, out I believe chat ae W2S rene 
. f 


Machin ase 

"'T agreed that after contacting club officials, J would eitaer 
contect Paster or have the clubs to contact Paster themsolves« I 
don't recall the prices that he said he was willing to nay to the 
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Signec statement of [ continued: 


"clubs for various models of slot machines, but I have the general 
recollection that I considered the prices to be very low anc tec 
represent only small fractional portions of original purchase prices 


ar A 


of the various models. 


"Paster mentioned in the aforementicned televhene call to me 
that the federal statute prohibiting the interstate transpcrie tion 
of slot machines would take affect very shortly, and he said this 
fact coul2 be used as a sort-of a levers « to induce the cmmers cf 
the siot machines in my area to sell their machines at low prices. 
Paster alse said Ishovuld let nim know wheat places I hac ecntacted 
anc lined up_maghines for possible purchases. He adted thit he 
would send whom I knew to be an employee of “ermen fast. r, 
te nevotiate for the 
purcnase of any slot machines of which IT was able to tentatively line 
upe Paster said that ]wculd finally make each purchasee 


teicher the same day or the following tay, I telenhonically 
called by phone Blks Slub, Iowa Falls, Iowa; 


[Knights of Columbus Club, Charles City, Towa; Castle, bG 
arene | 4 od f . ° 
Hlks Glub, vharle: City, Iowa; Moose Club, Charles BIC 


City, loras[——} vv Gu Tiss 9G, Tove] 
Amvets, Mason City, Towa; Elks “lub, Masen City, Towa; 
ee ee tay GIT, tree ates bain ont 


Tam not suré, thet IT contacted the reorssentatives of the Kiks and 
Foose Lodges at Webster Citys Towa ean? the !merican Legion and 
Country vlub, Osaze, Iowa. I also believe I telephoned the VFW at 


"35 the above time, Towa Falls, Towa was in 
my empleyes, JT also acvised =beut Herren faster's proncsition 
to me anv retner bulteve J instructed him to contact proper persons 
at the various clubs in the vicinity of Iowa Falls, lowa, where he 
knew that slot machines hat been located. [later acVLs Gc 
me that he had contacted the VFY, Country Club, and American Lesion 
Clubs at Hlaern, an! the Lesion, Moose, blks, and Country Club at 


Tal 
q 
~— 


Lowa #olis, Towa. 


tEexcapt for the abeve mentioned places contacted byl 
I then knew that all. of the places which I contacted as above 
mentioned oymec slot machines in various numbers ranging from three 
at the Osaze Country Club to thirteen at the Mocse Lodge at Charles 
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Signed statement tL Joontsnuods 


Nin con cting each of the above clubs, I suggested that 
the matter of sale of their slots be takcn up with the appropriate 
offLeers of eaca club and was uniformelly 2¢vised by the persons 
i contacted that tois would inceed be dene. I also furnished 
each of these inJividuals with the name and telephone number of 


Hermen Paster of St. Paul, Hinnesote am tol? each such yerson b6 
that when each club reached a decision that tuey could either DIC 


call me or contact dernan Pastor Cirecte 


tat this point, I desire to state that the bill covering 
ny office verepas me charges would untoubtedly inticavte the dat«s 
on which I contacted each of the above menticned people; that 
the day Pester called mo, menbicnead previcusly, wuld have been 
tne same catc cr the day previous te the cate I placed these 
calise 


tis the results of the contacts[_ Jan a2 IT mide with 
the varicus cdiubs, T have since learnec ° rs as Paster, probably 
6g surchased the following machines: Elks Club; 
Towa Falls; ichts of Yolunbus, Noose, an’? VFW, Charles City, 
Towa; ant Anmvets, Mason “itv, Towa. I never followed all of the 
original contacts up, so T am not able t. state positively that 
the above monbioned clubs were the cnly cnes who sold to the 
Herman Pastor interests as the results of my contacts. 


"i, few days efter raster called me crisinelly in connection 
with me purchasing or assisting in the nurchesins of slot machines 
for himy I telephonically contacted German from my office in Osave 
end furnished te him the list of names anc clubs set cut in 
naragranch two of pave two of this statement, altvising raster that 
these neople would either be in touch with hin or he could get 
in touca with these cluvs himself, He told me he was making a 
list of these clubs and the people IT hac contacted at these clubs 
anc) would eventvaliy be in tcuch with then. 


"T never heard anymore from Paster or any of Als representativ os 
about the foregoing matters until sometime of the Spring, 1951, 
vhen I had the occasion to go to Ste Paul an? see Herman about 
some matters of business. «at that tine, Paster ant I hac a con- 
versation about the slot machines which he hac »urchased or caused 
to be purchased in Northcentral Tora and I raised the point of 
commissions which he had failed to pay or credit me wit. I said 
something concerning that I had estimated that he must of have 
purchase? about 100 slot meshines as the results of my contacts fcr 


| 
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Siened statement off ocontimes: 


"him in the above mentioned area. He said, 'To the hell you 
dict] He asked W. D. Johnson, his bookkeeper, to bring a list 
of macnines which he hae rurchasea in my area. He did not shew 
this list to mo, but he said thet same showed there were cnly 
6 machines for which Johnson verified by an cral statenent to 
moe I wish te state, however, that I did net receive any money 
or cretit or other things of value for my services in assisting 
in obtaining the slot machines. I wish also be ota te tha 

am not familar with the tetails of thse purcha or transnortation 
of any of the sl:t machines from the North Sentral Towa area hr 
Paster or any of his renresentatives 


"During the Spring, 1951 I had a conversation with[ 
at the office of the Paster Distributing Company, Ste Fauls, 
imesota, at which time [_toli me that approximately the 
ay  sefore that he hal arrangcements mace to ' rive a truck te 
some unstacec point in the state of Lowa to pick um a loas of 
Slot machines an that he hat left his heme in Minneapolisy 


y 


Minnesota in @ car ani was proceeding to the Faster Distributine 
Plant in St. Paul te pick up a truck in which he was tec use i 


transporting the slot machines. Having taken ancther route upon 
having noticen thet he was veing followed by a strange ato- 
mobile, he became suspicious that he was under observation and 
note; tne License number cf the car which was followin him. On 
arrival at the Paster office, he cave the number to 
allen Nilva, whe checked et the various official sources an: 
foun? out thet it, was . government registere? car. He said these 
type cf sources ars pondy available ee 4s, lene’ 
also told me that ho hai tela Herman Yaster shortly 
after this incident on the same morning that he hac been followed 
oy a government car; tant ras to forget avout the 
tris to Lowa ant te “e nothing anou un the slot machines 
at that times 


"About a month 2ro, I was in St. Paul an? saw Pastery at 
which time I jokinvly remarkel to Paster that the FBI was looking 
for him. Paster's retort to this was, "IT didn't buy _those slot 
MACHINES « [J eenght theme! He was referring to 
Paster alsc saic, 'Those machines were not pai’? for by check, thay 
were maid for by cash! 


~ 10 - 


nT heve read the above statement, which censists of three 
and a fraction n pages, initialed all corrections and additions, ant 
ar Signing my namo to cach pase showing it is truce anc correct 
to the best of my knowledge. — - 


re cree 


nyitnessec by: 


it 12/11/51 Special .scnt, FBI, Omaha, Nob. 
" Special Agent, FBI, Omaha, Nobet 
| b6 
- . b7C 
Tn addition to the infoma tion contained in the afore-roing statenicnts 
stated that during June or July» 1651, a man whom he knows only 
28 of the Automatic Games anc Susply Company, St. raul, Minnesota, 
was overheard talking with one of that company, avout 


HBRMAN TASTRRe 


Ab that time[[]saic thet HERMAN PLSTER was going to "Clean un! on 
the sale of some slot wechiness [——] shen sei, "Yes, if he coesn't gat 
caught, ' and that HERMAN was just then sweeting cut threes loads of slot 


machines ¢!! said that from the remaincer of the conversation he 
concluded that anc [__]were talking about three full semi-trailer 


truck loads of slot machines which were thon intransit, presumably from 
the Ste vanl - Minncanolis area to some un¢cetermined moint far romoved and 
probatly in another section-f the wuntry. 


continued that during the latter part of 1950, PASTER bragged to 
him personally thet he hat accumulated a hure quanbisy « of slot machines and 
was githor going to make or loose a fortune on the disposition thereof. 
Upon reflection, [__] stated that it was entirely possible that FASTE 
hal mace this statement sometime during the early part of 1951, rather 
than orevicus thereto. | 


stated that he also heard rumors ‘uring the latter part of 1950 


or early 1951, that HERMAN PLASTER and ALLEN MILVA,[D SS—S—sd 


hac gone to'Las Vegas, weve and ha:) travel led arouna the 


western states uying up slet meacnines at distressed prices. 
[stated that he has always liked P.STHR personally in spite of the 


fact thet he realized that PLASTER nas brought a sort of shady reputation 
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to the entire coin operatec machine inclustry in the miccle west cecause 
of the standards of his business ethics. [ —__] stated that he is not 
anxious to testify as a government witness but would and back of the 
information above furnished to him in the event that he shouid be sun- 
noenaed at a latter cate. © . 


[a Cvised that he was unable to supply any ad tional information 
wiich might, in his opinion, ap-ear to be pertinent to instant investisstion. 


The following investigation was cenducted at Osage, Iowa, by sat 


[ff abcovg mentioned after revicwing his paid telephone 


wills for the period October 1950 to March 1951, advised that he is sure 
that it wes on the morning of February 26, 1950, that he r.ceived the 


telapnene cell from HERHAN PASTSR mentioned in the above quoted simmned 

statement and that he was avle to specifically detormine that it was on 

this date for the reason that he recalls that he mice severel telephone 

calls to contacts outside of Csaszc, Iowa, the cost of which were charzed he 
to nis whone anc reflected by his bili, both later on the same date anc p7c 


2 the telepnone bill of [LU] 
Towa" cated January 4, 1951, which was the bill including 
uhe total charce es for nis telephone for the mono. of December, 1950, to 
which statement ho referred to as above monticned. This statement is being 
reserved in the Omaha case file as an exhibit. 


The following investigation was concucted by SALT at Fort Dodge, 


Lovray arm! vicinity. 
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The following managers anc cfficials of private clubs were contacted by . 
SA—0. dan SALD and with the exce}tion of those 


two instances listed separately herein, they all deniec having heen contacted 
ot 
x2 


by[ or any cther cperator for tne purchase of slat machines 


or other ‘cansling cevices, and all “enied kne oming, |: 


of theFort Dodge Country Club, Fort Doce, Lowe 
‘vised that fifteen slot machines Dbelonzing to the clud were cestroye 
in . Februa vy 1951. The only desler known to Was 2 man oy she 
none off ]dealing in amusement devices at Fonda, Town. 


of the Yeterans of VPoreirn Wars is still in possession 


of their michines and will advise if ever contacted for their purchase at 
a later date. | 
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Jot tho jen > Pivision Vlub, Fort Decge, Tow, sold 


— Elks Club, Fort Dodie, Lowa, is still in possession 
of slot machines and will acvise if contacted for their purchase at a later 
date 


arpronched by anone fer the purchase of their machines but claims they 
disposed of He refused to civulse further information as if he acmitted 
possession of them, he fearcd he would 1 


[FT Boose Clu, Port Dodce, Towa, had net béen 
HOLE 


pe taxed on the event he sold them 
and he feared he woulc be as much in the wrong as the person tuayine an? 
Lr Asp wT LAS theme 


* 


sort Lodee, Towa, edvised machines in storage and he ne Ss not been amaroached 
VY 


by anyone concorning their disposale 
of the amvets Club, Fort Dodvc, Iowa, has not been b6 
anpro-ched for the murchase of their slot machines. bIC 


Disable. American Yoterans, Fort Dodge, Towa, hes 
not been approaches for the purchase of their machines, but nas four machines 
in storase anc will acvise if any contect is hast in the future concerning 
them. 


Board of Trustees, Elks Ylub, Estherville, Iowa, etvised 
that the “lis Club has soveral slot nachines cn han? anc no one has 
attempted to rurchase these machines. 


PF the H “ CQ Trensfer Comsany ani Treasurer, Moose 
Clubs asthervilie, Tow, advised that the Moose Club has opcratec machires, 
an’ that these machines ar 3 nresently In sSboragee r_Jaeviser that he 


would notify the FST if anyon’ anorcacned him in an attempt to buy any slot 
“achines td 


of the american Legien Club, Clarion, Iowa, advised 
that the club hes not coperatec slot michines for over two years anc tha 
the mechines were destroyed in Octozer, 1950. Ho eatvised that he has not 
been .contacted by anyone attem ting to purcnase the machines an? woulda notify 
the Federal Bureau of Investizavicn if any atosrmt is mace in the futurce 


of the Bmretsburge Country Cluo, bmmebsburz, Lowa 
advised that the Yountry Club has heal no slot machines since October 1950, 
3 


4 


rl 
she statea that she has not veen anpreached by anyone ati vemp bing to purchase 
slot machinesSe 
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of the 4merican Legion Post, recehontas, Towa, 
atvised that the Lesion “lub does not own any slot machines and they hove 
not hbesn contacted by anycne attempting te purchase slot machines. 
jks Club, Webster Citys Towa, acvised that the 
Biks Olub does not operate machines any more anc they have net been arproache d 
uy any cistributers attempting to murchase slot mnchines. 


Noose Club, Webster City, Towa, advised that he 
has not beon apvroacied by any indivicual attemmoting to purchase slot machines 
luring the past two yerrs. 
American Legion Cll varroll, Towa, advised thet the Legion Clu! 
nis not opereted slot machines Curing the past year ani no attempt to 
purchase any slot machines from them has been made. [-__Jecvised thet he 


would notify the FRI if any slot machine onerstor ar-roached the American es 
Lesion Clu at Carroll, Iowa pi 


ee amvets, tiockwell City, Iowa, advised that he has 


not been am-roached concerning the purchase of any slot macnines. 


amvets, togkwell ity, Town, acvised that 
he was ayroached during Sentember, 1951 by an unknown man who atsempted to 
Duy two “Slot machines which the dmvets at Rockwell City, Towa presently 
have in storaree [ ]advised that the man had his het mulled down over 
nis face out he dic not think this man was itentical with [dt when 
[_|picture was shown to him. [-]eave the following description of 
the porson whe apvroacshed hime aze — lis, weight 200 los, heisht - abcut 5'10", 
complexion - dark. [LC ]advised that he cid not know this individual's name 
ang had never scen hin before. [L___Jadvised that this individual seemed 
interested in buying the machines and saiti he woulc call back in a month or 
sce To date, this inc@ividusl has net reconthcted and the slot 
machines have not been sold, [L__]advised he would notify the FBI if 
further contict was mace with hime 


American Lesion *lub, Jefferson City, Iowa, 
aavised that the tegion Club presently is not omerating anc does not own 


a ny slot machim ¢. advised that he was apvroached in about 
Aupust of 1951 by an indivicusl atsempting te buy slet machines. 


descrived the mas a are =~ 55, weicht ~. 180, hair ~- srev, commlexion - fair, 
and no sears or i: ‘enti fying featurese This inctivicual teld[—Jthat 
he wos from Kansas Vity, Missouri. [aivised that he woult centact 
the FBI if any incivicuals attemtec te cent: niin resarcins slot machines 


in the futuree 
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of the Veterans Vlub >» Emmetsburs, Towa, acvisud 
that the club did not cwn or orerete and slot machines and had not fer 
n00ut two years. He advised that about six months aso two incivicuels 
entered the club and inquired about mlaying the slot machines. When 
[jexplained that the club did not have any slot machines, these men 


stated that they hac heard that the club did om slot machines. [CL] 
exolainec that the one ‘indivicuel lookec a reat deal l’ke the victure 
enn and that his description was similar. He was accompanied 


‘oy another indivicual abeut thirty years olf, 150 peunds, 5'9" in height, 
wearing a brown check suite No mention was made,of purchasing slot 
machines anc these two individuals were told to leave the club because 
tney Cid not have members ALp carb. LL _Jadvised that he would netify 
the FBT if any contacts to buy slot machines were mice in the future. 


of the Moose Sub, Webster City, Iowe, and~ 
Moose Club, Fort Dodge, Iowa, both advised when their 


sspective clubs operated slot mechi nat they leasec these slot mach 
respective clubs oper slot machines that they leasec these slot machines 


from an individual ‘y the name,of [| who was formerly employed bé 
ny the Miles Novelty Company and later went into business for himself. bic 
[was reported to have operated out of St. faul, Minnesota. 


Cot the Country Club, Eagle Greve, Icwa, has had 


no contact with anyone regarding the purchase cf slot mechines. 


Shoriff #. BRADLEY, Humbcldt County, Dakcta vity, Iowa, advised that there 
has becn ne slot machines operated in Humbeolat County for over two years, 
ani that the american Lerion Clubs anc the VFW¥ Club in dumboldt, Iowa, 
have no slot machines in their possession. 


RUGENE 2. BOLTY, Chief of folice, Estherville, Towa; @. WITNEBEND, Deputy 
Sheriff, Emmet Count ty, Estherville, Iowa: GEORGE DALHKE, Sheviff, Calhoun 
Gounty, Hockwell City, Iowa; ROBERT BLACKER, Sheriff, Wright County, 

Glarion, Icwas Sheriff Ik. BRADLEY, Humboldt County, dakota citys Towas 
“TLLBUR BAKER, Chief of volice, tagle Grove, Towa; BE. Je REICHER, Chief of 
Folice, Varrcll, Iowa; AL THORPE, Sheriff, Carroll County, Carrell, Iowa; 
WILLTAM DAVIS, Sheriff, Gresn County, Jefrersen, lowa3; V. Ke. BR NDT, Denuly 
Sheriff, Homilton County, debster City, Towa, and BTLLIS BLK NLA Captain, 
Fort Dolee <colice Department, Fort Doce, Iowa, all acvisec that 
[_]was unknown to them and that he has ne sraminal recorc in any of 
their respective territories. They further atvissd that they hac no 
informetion concerning denlers in slot machines contacting any private clibs 
or organizeticns in an attenpt to buy slot machines or ovher samoling 
devicese. : 
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The following investigation was conduched by sift 


4? OBLWEIN, IOWA: 


Chief of Lolice PAUL GALER (NA) advised that there have been no slot 
machines in any of the clubs or organizations in the town since 19)6 
at witich time the clubs we sre reiced anc over fifty machines were con- 
fiscated, salons with a lerse quantity of liquer. He advises that in ali, 
over $105,000 worth of vanhline devices and liquor were scized. He said 
that approximauely twenty slot machines were confiscated frem the Blks Club; 
ahout twenty six from the Movse Club, and fovr each from -the Knishts of 
Columbus, american Legion and Vets Club. The Chief said he is moll 
acduainte? with the lecal situation and is positive that there are ne slct 
ran chines in the present possession of any club, organization or incivicral 
in Oslwein, Towa. He did not know the susjects herein. 


i. 


Assistant Chief of volice RAY STODDARD, Oclwein, Iown, was separ: ately 
interviewed and rolated the same information 2s above set forth. Ye “did 6 
ot know the subjects herein. b7c 
AT TRDESENDENCE, YOWA: 


i es 


ey LS ean aren 


Chief of Volice ity F.NCK advised that wits: the exception of the Country 
Club there were no clubs, organizations or individuels in Incenencence who 
have hac possession of slot machines since 1949 when all private clubs 
nad been raidec at the instisaticn of one a2 aiseruntled slot 
macnine operator who hac neen elucted as constable in the county. He said 
[| who had been convicted of illegal transportation of liquor curing 
pronibition days, hac stirred up a lot of trouble in the county anc had 
soon bask of an attompt to oust from office the Shoriff, bepuby Sheriff, 
Ghisf of Volice and other officials cf the county on tne crounds thet they 
nen doing the ir duty. He said[ jis presently in Fl nila, exact 
reabouts unkno: Me Chief FRANCK did not know the subjects nerein. 


[dat the Secvrity Sevings Bank —— 2 Clothines 
store salesman, both associated with the Vets Club, were not able to icentify 
subjects and said the club has not cwned slot machines since 19l9. 


=t 
wy 

+ 

5 
ry a 


of the Country Club, con- 
fidentially advised the club owned three slot machines Dut had never »een 
approached by anycne recerding their dispogal. He did not know the subjects 
hercine He asreed to immediately notify the Omaha Vffice in the event he 
received informaticn as to the subjects or informaticn as to anyone olse 
woo wmileht be purchasing siot machines in the arca. 
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f Ds WCOrAH, TOWaA ? 


Chief of Police BERT SMTTHLING said that he believed most of the clubs 

in Decereh owned machines anc probasly had them hidten out in the aren, 
however he had never heard of anyone being in Deocrzh to buy slot machines 
and cid not know the subjects herein. 


of the Elks and a trustee in the American Legion 
Club conficentisiiv acvisec that the Elks had four new machines which they 
owned anc. which were being steered, anc saic the American Legion also 
nac some machines whicn they camed anc were storing. He did not kencw 
the subjects herein and said no recent contact had been made by anyon 
to ow slot machines, although two years azo two unknown men from Chicas Os 
wanes s had contacted him and offered to buy the Elks slot machines 
+ $100.00 eash. He said the machines were not sola to these individuals 
and he acreed to imneciately netify the Omaha “ffice of the FBI in the bo 
vent future contacts of this sort are mae. DIC 


of the activities Committee 

of the Odd Pellows, confidentially acvised that the club owned anc has storec 
their slot machines but thet no one has recently contacted him, or any ; 
other official of the club concern ‘ng their disposal. He advised tha 

in 1950, two unknown men from Chicano; Tilinois hai offered to buy the 
machines but that no sale was made. He asreed to notify the FBI in the 
event a fubure contact is mede. He cid not know the sun je scts nereine 


of the Deceran State Bank anc a prominent memberof this 
orpanizations said no one hac ever contacted the clus concerning the 
disposal of slot machines owned by thim and in their present possession. 
Neither of these indivicuels knew the subjects herein. 


— Official of the Veteran's of Foreign Wars, and 


AT BLIG Diet, TOWA: 


ee 


FORSEST FISCHER, Sherift of Gleyton County, ssid there were only three 
ormonizaticns in the County having slot machines, aliof which are owned 
hy thom ar! are stored emewhere in the country. He sais these 
organizations were the VFW at Elkader, the Amvets at National,’ Tova, 
and the American Lesion Club at MeGrerors, Towa He advised he wes in 
close touch with officials of these clubs anc ha‘ their conficence, 

anc he was certain no contact had been made with thom for dispesal of 
thoir machinese He did not know the subjects herein. He said he would 
adivise the Omahe Office of the FBI in the event centacts are made with 
the clubs mentioned, for the purpose cf the sale or cisposal of their 
machines. | 
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AT WAVERLY, IOWA: 


ho D sininisnnnansietienm medic pint taninte tro 


stated he 

was a member of the Soard of the Country Ulub and that the Club owned 
some slot macnines which are being secretly stored. He dic not know the 
suojects and said no contact has been meade by anyone to buy the machines 
owned wy the country club. He will notify the Omaha Office in the event 
this event should transpire in the future. He further stated that the only 
obher club in Weverly which presently had slot machines was the Vets Olub 
for whim he is[ 
he Was well acquainted with the operation and affairs of this club and 
said their machines were alse sscretly storea #=nci that no contact had 
becn made by anyone to purchase these macnines. He furtner advised that 

of Waverly formerly handled slot machines on a small scale 
am! might be anlo t to furnish information of value. 


| r . as Meet | b6 
Le who operates an upnelstering business, pyc 
saic. the Sautical viue formerly owned slot machines but hac sole them over 
tw. years azo and cid not presently owmm any. He acvised that the manase- 
ment of this club hac completely chanved hants recently. He cia not 
know subject GAMDNER however he theucht ha had net suoje ect[ Jin the 
past but professed to know nething cencerning[____] recent ACTLVIbLES « 


{ef SWUKON, Tow 

Sheriff WILLIAM HUFFMAN of the Allankee County Sheritf's Office, saic the 
only club in the county pre sonbly knowvm to him to be in possession of 
slot machines, wes the Vets Club of Waukon. “ce saic the Country Clu! 

hei at one time owned 2 few machines but had destreyed the same to his 
nersonal knowledge. He did net knew the subjects and was certain that 
no one had purchased slot machines in the County suring the pertinent 
period. 


of the Vets Clu’, Waukon, Iowa, conficentially 
advised thet club-cwned slot machines are presently being secretly stored 
in the County. He dic not know the subjects an? said ne one had ever 
contacted the club regardins disposal of their machines. He asreed to 
notify the Omaha. “fice of the FBI in the event such contact might me nade 
in the futureée 


and a former Bureau Avent, acvised that he hast never heard of the subjects 
being active in the County anc know of no clu> or organization owning 
machines in the County cther than-the Vets Club at Waukone 
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AT wNST UNION, IOWA: 


ee, 


Sheriff PRED HOUSE, Deputy Sheriff LECN JOHNSON, anc Deputy Sheriff 
MIKE SCHATZ of Fayette County, Towa, all atvisec that to the best of 
their knowledce, no club, indivicual, or organization in the County 
pres sontiy owned slot machines. They stated that as the result of raids 
rm i9h9, all slot machines in the Ccunty were seiacd an destroyed, and 
shoy haé not msde their reappearance since that time. Thoy cid not 
know the subjects and hac no information relative to their activities. 


areal ina riaicteeton ta ip an. 


AT WATHRLOO, TOsA: 


acvised ne had formerly been 
in the slot machine business tc a small extent. He did not know subject 
CARDNER but Iclisved he hau known sudject[ Jin the paste Ho said that 
a number of years azo he han some business cealines with the Mayflower 
Distriouting Company of Ste saul, Minnesota, how:ver he hes hac no 
recent Cealings with this comoany or its repre SENtAti ve S- 
He further acvised that hehad heard of no one boing in the County curin~ 
ae pertinent pericd, for the purpose of buying slot machines from local 
lubs cwning the same. He said he would notify the Omahe Uffice of the 
FRI in the event such infermnation comes to nis attention. 


whe following investigation was coneucted by sa [Id 


Toledo, Lows, advised he was the 

at the Cedar Falls Ceantry Cluby Cedar Felis, Iowa, 1942 - 1914, 
an curing that time they ha! three slot machines which were ovmed by 
SIO anes ave tines Towae He stated he has had ne centact with this 
club: since azove tine ani had no acquaintance with[- or 


any knowledre of his activities. 


— 


[__]stated he has operat. the Tama Country Club, Tama, Iowa, “uring 

the summers since 1946 ani turing the winters he is melyad selling plastic 
toyse He stated the Tama Country Club has not heat any slot machines since 
no has been Manager anc he has at no time ever ncen contectsd by anvene 
rovarding the purchase or selling of any slot machines. He further 

stated he had no information revarcing any such activity in Tama Countye 


b 


* 


The following investigation was conducted at Waterloo, Iowa, by Sal] 


LF vr ost, #2623, ole, tateriooy Tom, s2vised 


OSt 
7 ' + ' ~ at 
tnat t have disposed of their slot machines orior to 1951 ane they 


bY U 
had never owned their slot machines. [__|stated these slot machines 
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used by his club were cemed by the Automatic Sup: ly Company, which 


Waterloo, Towa, apy ons ing machine cherator, 


adviser that he has not seen or_ALD*GARDNER since L9LG. 
[stated thet he hac an extreme dislike for the raster Distribvutin: 


Company inasmuch as he had bousht several music machines from them and 


it was his opinion that the raster Company unjustly tried te repcssess 
them without success. [ds tated he would Liks te hels furnish 
information which would se of assistance to the FBI as he dislikes then 
all and[ din particularly, but he knows nothing concerning 
any attempt to purchase slot machines and has heard nothing relative 

to anyone trying to buy them in Waterlou, Tews, or surrouncing area. 


[ds doing business at the jiutomatic Sup ly Company, 1113 East 
ith obrests Watorlocy Iowa, alvised that he nas net done business with 
the raster Distributine Comeany in many years ‘inasmuch as he regards 
them to be unworthy of “truste state’ that just after the war he 
made a depesit with the Vester Vistributing Company fer the purchase of 
sevcral music machines an! that none of them were ever dJolivered and 

he was noarly forced to ¢o te court in order te set his desosit back. 


[| stated if any information or if anyone hac been interested in ouying 
slot machines in the Waterloc, Iowe, area, he bolieves he vxoule have heard 


avout ity Sut the only pers n whe ever ar-roached him with rogard to 


ourchasing slot machines was Fc at the time was associated 


TT 


with the Sandler Distributing Company, Des Moines, Towa, 


could not furnisn the exact date of contact with hin, 
but believed it to be in the early part cf 1951. informed that 
at the oresent time he has slot mechines in niucding in hopes that the 


ban against slot machines will be liftec. He stated however, that it was 
his belief that this woulda not hnapien anc he hac sericusly centemplated 


smasning these machinese vontinuine, [> Jecvise that to nis knowledge 
those glot machines in the Waterleos area which were not owed by the 
individual clubs were ovmec by himself. 


it-will be noted that[ |: was regarded by cdetecbives of the watorlcc, 
lowas; rolice Department as being the man nost likely to either have 

slet machines or have knowledce concerning tne whereabouts or disposition 
of sane 


On the Pasis of information previcusly furnishec on a confidential basis 

hy R.POeblks, #290, Waterloo, Iowa, conceming 
Music “achine cneretory was reinterviewecd. It has 

previously becn renorted [_]appreached who was then Manaver 


b6 
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cof the Cedar Falls, TOS Anvets fost and offered te purchase as a midcl e 
nan, all slot machines recardless of their condition for $25.00 each. 


ab whch time he again denied any Inontedao of slot machine traffic in 
he Yaterloc: arga and specifically cenied ever having approached the Ced: 
Fe wis, LOWay amvets vost cunceming purchase of their slct machines. 


Upon Purtaer oon [ss Jrecalied thas he may have approached the 
Amvets rost and offered te buy their machines but that he was never sericus 
anout the nponog ition as he would never have known where to dispose ef 
theme 


The following investigation was conducted by SA [ 


AP NEY HLMSTON, LOW: 


ee 9 


3 eS 


Red Line Vending Company, New Hapton, Towa, 

acvised that he has n the wast purchased vending machine equipment 
from FERMION STE. He stated he knew aporoximitely four 
years anc was aware of the fact that of FASTER. | 
He said it was his coinien that “ASTER as a field. b6 
represent: tive for vaster's “ayflower Enterprise. He reflected that he bic 
visited with[ about Six wecks arc:in Hew Hamote Oy Towa 2 2 sade that 
this was the first tine he had 

wes in New Hamoton cn a routine check of fay flow er coin ) machines. 
ne staved that at no time was he apprcached of Hayflewer 00 other person 
in resard to sict machines. te added that in the event he docs obtain 
any informaticn concerning the purchase of slot machines by[L__} he 
would notify an Agent of this FBI Office immediately. 


G 
Ss 
2H 
Jets 
Ky 
3 
t 
A 
a) 
a“ 
SS 
Fy 
e 
mi 
S 
on 
ray) 
E 
ol 
my 
w 
ct 


: TTT Re ny etre 
AT GAARLES CITY 3 TOPE: 
ahaiebede neeaatabel 


Confidential Informant[ |, of unknown roliatility, who stated he 
desired his identity not bse cisclosed at the present time, acvised that nis 
chun hat fourtean slet machines. He stated thet these machines were in 


overation in his club until the lid was out on slct machines Sy ot tornay b2 
General LANSON in Vcteber, 1950. He further states thet when it was bYD 
anmarcnt the heat would nob come off on the use cf slot macnines in Towa, 

he attemmted to Aisnose of them. [—Jreflecte: that toward the enc of 

1950, afer + hae Federal law against the interstate trans;ortation ef slot 

machines became much muslicize., he metL_ Osaze, Ivwa, anc they 


vt 


discussed tho varicus consequences ef the Federel law involving slot macninese 


[i According te[_] told him to phone “ASTER at Mimieapolis, 


Minnesota an: gave him -aSTEnts tolephone numer as NESTE i 79OL. He 
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acvised that he telenhoned P.LSTER at this number anc tid him hew many 
slot machines he had. He said after describing the machines to PASTER, 
Paoli quoted him the price. He adced that the price quoted by FASTER 


was too low ana he refused to sell the machines at this price. 


Informant [_] turth. r acvisel that he telephoned 

of dorry' s Coin Machine Renair Company, which is located 2t L10 North 
Syniiicate Strect, St. raul, ane SO tas anc. told hin that he had tricsd to 
soll the cluc'ts slot machines to ASTER anc that TASTER's figure was tos 
low. He stated his club hac purchased apcroximately eight machines from 
Jerry's Coin Maching Revair Company iin the carly part of 1950, an? there- 
fore, asked[_] if he would be inturested in purchasinge them from the 
club. He further stated that[ | told him thet he would purchase all 
tne Slot machines his club had. He actvised he had six Mills! 21-tine 
machines for which [/] agreed to nurchase for $125.00 each and eight 
Mills' Golden Falls type inachines, for which[ | agreed to pay him 
$520.00. The agreements were made, he saic, to shin the machines to 


[in Ste WeULs |} Minnesots Lo , b? 


. b7D 
L__|statea that in accerdanss witn this _ barecne nts he crated the machines | 
ana enga ed the *eCoy Truck Lines, Charles City, Iowa, te Seliver the on 


machinese fe was successful in Llocati ing the shinvaing document from the 
MeOcy Truck Lines cn which it was noted that 14 boxes of machines shin 
freight collect, consienec te Jerry's Coin Repair, 10 North Syndicate 
Streets St. Taul, Minnescta. This documant was dated December 26, 1950, 
This document was cotained from[L__Jand it is being maintained in the 
1-2 folder of the Omaha Office. 7 . | 


also atvised that he was ecntackd ey other club operators in Iewa whe 
asked him if he knev where they could dispose of slot machines. He stated 
he tele: choned[ Jin recard to this an! ‘was inforne? vy [| thet the 
Federal slot mac chino law was ang into effect on January 2, 1951 and he 
would not have timc to transrcrt the machines scfore this time. 


CFF Ec cy Truck Lines, tharles City, Towa, was 
successful in locating a cony of the shiprins order, which was icenbical 
to the cne which was cbtained. from Informant [—_]was unable to 
locate the dolivery receipt for this shipment. 


ry 


of the VF Club, vost #391, advised that in the 
Latter part of 1950 he was osntacted by[ who said he was connected 
with an outfit in the Twin City srea who wanted to nurchase the club's 
slot machinese [___]} after locking at the club's five slot machines, 
aereed to pay $150.00 for them. He said arrangerents were mace for 
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to pick up the slot machines some time in the near future. He said 

thet some time clapsed since his meeting with] and that on February 
20, 1951[ appeared at the club and paid him $150.90 in cash for the 
slot machines. He said the slot machines were loaded into a Green 
Chevrelet panel cruck, bearing Minnesota plates. Hs adced that he would 
be able to ident: ty [Jit he should see him again. 


AT OSAGH, TOWAS- 

LY i 
American Lerten fost #276, atvised that the slot machines owned by the 
Lesivn Club have been put inte hidins anc have not been in use since 
the latter part of 1949, They said they have never been approached by 


anyone vhe offiered to purchase the Legion's slet machines. 


a member of the Osave Country Club, aivised that the club's 
slot machines are not in use ant that as far as he knows they have bcen 
niddens To the best of his knowledce, he statsai his club hes not been 


contacted by anyone whe offered to nurchase the slot machines. bo 
b7C 


AT CLEAR LEE, IOWA 


PONS PREP rae Wy A 


of the ALL Vets Club, acvised that his 

| gs eight slot machines. He stated that in the latter rart of 1950 
he contacted HEGMAN rASTER by phones and teld him whe he was and that ne 
had some slot machines to sell. He said PASTER was very abrupt anc tcld 
him that he dic not know what he was talkins about and hums up on nine 

He further stated that the club's slot machines were kept in hiding until 
about six weeks aco when they wer: sole to inéivicuals in Clear Lake, Iowa 
for a small amount cf mney. He said these neonle intemled toe use them in 
their rumpus rooms for their cwn nleasurce He acvised that the m ney 

the sale of the eight slot machines went inte the «ll Vets treasury. 


AD MASON CLM, TOWA: 


ee Post #733, ajvised that he touk office on 
February 10, 1951. st this time, he sada thet the nine machines the club 


cyned hac heen disposed of prior to this time. He stated that 

a former Hcuse Chairman, who is presently in the army, may have nandled 
the Cisposal cf the machines. He adaed that 

may know some information concerning the dispesaal of the slot machines. 


The following investizaticn was conducted by Saf 
ane: now[L___] for this cluby 


wn 
ore Christmas, 1950, he was 


of the VF cl 
hvef = 


advised tnat approximately two weeks be 
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contacted by [whe cffer.d to purchase me chio's slot 
machines. He stated that after looking at the club's slot machines; 

he offered to vay $200 for seven of these mechines an? that “the obhe rn. 
two machines were also to be taken away *yL__Jas thoy wre not in 
working orcer - DL _Jtcie him thet he was working for a fecm in the 
TWin City arce and when asent mentioned the lay flower Novel t OLD ANY » 
said he was sure that was ite About three days Inter, a SALT y 
a: we WOR TLOC acowmanied by a youns Loy ayproxiate ly sixtecn years 
ol?t, ang after giving him a check for #200, they loaded the machines into 


a red Chevrelet fanel truck. 


intimated to nim that these machines were going to be oroken up 
and used as parts. fio anvises he conde not locate the serial mumbers 
ror anv of the aneve machine=. He said the michines were of the Tilis 
anc Jennings type. 


The following in estigation ws conducted by Sal. 
[_ id Enichts of Yolumbus, Bason City, Iowa, 
3 3a that 


acvised the his club had asproximetely five slot machines. He said 
these machines have heen buried, but that since he is sure the slveb will 
not use thim in the futurs, he intents to destrom same. He stated that 


ne has never been contacted by any indivicual whe wisnec to parchase 
bin, wy 
ae a | 


AT OME Nee Ag Ne Heit ee WOH 


le pe ee aetna 


A review of instant filc reflects that 


[at the america: Lesion Chis, Towa falis, Iows, reportedly sald 
ral slot machines to the caster Interests, possioh 1 the Smrine of 


ar 
SEV 


1951, Po « rte [__]has not | becn contactod. It ars boon learned 


that he nas some tyre of business establisnment in Basle Grove, Towa. 
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e pofliots that Was contacted 


roher review of the fi t 
sr he Omaha office in regnrcd to the sale cf the slet machines oy the 
Moose G ve Tota ooh Lowa y toL__} [| who is a nomber of the 

i of Prustess of this club arivisec at that tinc ne would maks a search 
of his rvcorcs in an effort to “etermine the date of the sale of these 


ey Tay my 
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Oh 71-206 
ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


Copies of this report are being furnished to the Chicago and Springfield 
Offices in order that the information herein reflected may be available 
to these offices, it being noted that. both have been required to conduct 
considerable investigation in this matter in the past and may be again 
reauested to do so in the future. 


INFORMANTS 
b2 
b6 
b7c 
b7D 
5 
LEADS 
THE MINNEAPCLIS DIVISION _ 
At St. Paul and Ninzeapolis, Minnesota: 
Willi, through Confidential informant coverage, acquire and 
report any availsble information specifically pertinent to instant case, 
concerning the receipt and storage of slot machines during the pertinent 
period by the “avflower Distributing Company, the subjects of this case, 
or other representatives of the Faster Interssts, and the possible sub- 
sequent interstite transportation thereof upon resale. 
THE CMARA DIVISTON 
At Charles s City, Lowa: 
Will recont.et[—____] to determine whether he 
would consider being a willing witness in this case in the event his 
testimony is necessary in regard to his telepnone contact with subject 
L£S°RP i | 
PAST ist \ bE 
b7C 


At Beagle Grove, Towa: 


} 


Will interviewL_ who operates a business in 
Ragle Grove, concerning him scliing slot machines belonging to the Paster 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


interests, these machines being originally owed by the Iova Falls 


American Legion of which at the time. 


i 


At Towa Falls, Towa: 


Will recontact[> «Board of Trustees, Moose Club, 
relative to date of sale of slot machines by that club to a person believed 
to be identical with[__} : 66 


OFERENCE: Report of SA dated December 6, 1951 at Omaha. 
Minneapolis letter to Surceu dated December 21, 1951. 


Report of SA[- sd dated November 5, 1951 at Omaha. 
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‘ STANDARD FORM NO. C4 


_ Oe Men 9 dum UNITED ; | ; GOVERNMENT 


a 
TO: “DIRECTOR, FBI (71-3129), arp, 4/2/52 
Sac, MINNEAPOLIS (71-161) : | 


| SUBJECT: was. ET AL 
Wer Troe pS 


‘Rerep SAL dated 1/7/52 at Minneapolis, regarding checking. 
telephone records relative to individuals operating Dave's Distributing 
Company, 1815 Riverside Avenue, ATLantic 5231, Minneapolis, Minnesota, — 

_ and to determine when the phone “Was first installed. . 


oA confidential source at the Minneapolis Telephone Company advised that . 
' telephones ATlantic 5231 and 5322 are both listed to Dave's Distributing 
Company, 1815 Riverside > venve, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


This confidential. source further advised that the phones were “installed | . 

originally as Lincoln 2117 on May, 25, 1950, at the request of J. D. JOHNSON, - 3, 

secretary, Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, who are bIC 
3 responsible for the bill and the records. Show vask for ee 


The records ‘further reflect that whose home phone number is 

of Dave's Distributing Company and according to 

the telephone records, he claims he has been in the coin machine business 
for Lo years. , 7 


1he above information will be subsequently incorporated into. an investigative - 
. report and will be referred to under a "tw symbol. It might be mentioned that. 
| was recently interviewed in connection with some slot machines that — 
were purchased from a military installation md[[ _]furnished information that -. 
. the Dave's Distributing Company is a part of the May? Lower Distributing Company. | 


"the results of the interview nea wsen{ Jom also be Ancorporated ina, 
subsequent report in the[__]ease.. : | a 


A copy of this. Letter is also being designated for Minneapolis File 66-2335 
" who is the potential criminal informant who originally furnished information 
that HERMAN PASTER and his crowd have been delivering some pin ball machines 
to Dave's. Distributing Company, thus corroborating information furnished by - 
this “Potential criminal informant. 


- RNP: PLH 
2cc3 Omaha (71-206) - 
ec: Chicago (71-514) 
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ST. ANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ee 


TO 


- Office “MemMondun - , UNITED os GOVERNMENT > 


‘Director, FBI | | DATE: March 28, 1952 


7 SAC, Minngspolks (7 (71- 252) 


\ o{ 


SUBJECT: UNITED STATES rah AIR STATION 


MINNBAPOLIS, MINNLSOTA 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES © 
ee ee 


of 
ws? | 
REB Let dated February 11, 1952, entitled Interstate Transportation 
of Gambling Devices, Minneapolis Division and Minneapolis letter. 
to the Bureau, dated March 7, 1952, re instant matter. 


b6 
M. A .NVAJARIAN, Lieutenant Commander, United States Naval b7c 
Reserv Naval Air Station, Wold Chamberlain Field, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, furnished SA with a copy of amemorandum  \_, 
approved by[______——=«dys from the Mess Treasurer, Commissioned 
Officers Mess, to the Commissioned Officer relative to tne 
Gisposition of slot machines in the Naval Air Station. 
This memorandum is set forth as follows: | | 
"1, Acting upon information received relative to the passage 
of tne anti-slot machine bill by the House and Senate, all 
slot machines listed herein belonging to the Commissioned Officers! 
Mess were sold to the Mayflower Distributing Company of Saint 
Paul, Minnesota on 3] December 1950. 
Bobtail - Serial ‘Uy7ok5 | 
Bobtail - Serial 143030 a. ; | : 7 
Bobtail - Serial 142779 oe a, 
Silver Moon 25¢.- Serial 1678 | | 
-Mills 10¢ - No serial | ae 


Silver Moon 10¢ - Serial 14672 


‘fic Tac Toe 25¢ - 178382 


Tic Tac Toe 50¢ - 172169 = . | - 
Tic Tac. Toe 2b5¢ - 172543 : 7 . 7 | 
Tic Tac Toe 5¢ = 178415 © | | 


| Old dime Mills Brown Front - No serial 


Mills 5¢ - No serial 
Mills 5¢ - No serial 


: mints 28 "Sores MLB2SILA" ; T/- 2) bP CBO 
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“Memo, DIRECTOR, FBI _ oe _ 328/52 


Re: U.S. NAVAL AIR: STATION 


MPLS., MINN. — 


Me, the remaining “three slot machines - listed herein belonging | 
'-to.the Chief Petty Officers! Club were sold to VFW Post 5632. 
7 of Minneapolis, Minnesota. on the s ame date as aforementioned. 


| Jennings 10¢ ~ Serial 186272 
_ Jennings 5¢ - Serial 187677 


_ Jennings Multiple. Console 25, 5, 55°55 combination ~ no ‘serial. " 


advised bhat he’ did not personally handle the ‘disposition © 


‘of. the above gambling devices as indicated above but t 
’ were disposed of by Lieutenant Commander 


hat they 


“now staying at the Naval 4ir Station in Dallas, texas, 
further advised that there is no other record at the’ “Naval Air . 


- Station concerning the above gambling devices.’ 


Lb was determined through. DAN NELSON, Chief of Police, 


,who_ is i 


ee eo 
St. Louis bic 


Park, Minnesota, the the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post hare 


‘of Minneapolis was. located: at 5605 West 36th Street, 


(1645: Natchez, St. Louis. Fark, Minnesota, 


. Louis: 


Park, Minnesota, and that was phe | | 
of this Post. He indicated that 
at the Naval Air Station, Wold Chamberlain field, residence | 


“Chief DAN.NELSON and 54 cones toa C 
at his residence: on February 26, 1952. advised 


that the 


three gambling. devices previously mentioned ‘in this memo ,- which 
were sold by the Naval 4ir Station to VFW Post 5632, are still 


located in a storeroom of the above Post at 5605 West 
further stated he negotiated witn the Naval air 


36th Street. 
Station ’ 


for the purchase of these machines and paid the Station a total 


_ of $150.00 for them.: [_ Jindicated, however, shortly after the 


. machines were purchased they were placed in dead storage because 


. . “of. the rigid enforcement of tne gambling statutes in t 
a Mimnesota. — 


he state of {h 


” Chiter NELSON confirmed. the fact ‘that ‘the above SS devices 


sold’ to the VFW Post 5632. were in Storage” as stated by 


~ 


| Memo, DIRMOTOR, FBI 8308/52 


Re: U. S, NAVAL AIR STA SION 
 MPLS., MINN. 
ITGD ~ 


- With respect to the above’ gambling devices, which were. sold _ 
by the Naval Air Station to the& \Mayf lower Distributing. Company | 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, ‘Dec emb é: 31, 1950, additional investigation | 
will be conducted in connection with the case entitled, ee eee 
, was, et al, ITOGD, Minneapolis file 71-161. 2 TC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV Vis TIGATION 


Form No. 1 Oaypobor ae ak a, 


This: :case, ori: inated at CINCENNAPI _ 


hich :Report : Made By” we 


Report Made At : e. : 'or W 
° Made ° ‘Made oe 
CINCINNATI, OHIO : 5/1/52: | 4/2/52 | es 
: a 
Title. a): | : | :Character of Case 
was., ETAL | SINTERSTATE TRANS -~ 
ae > PORTATION 
‘GAMBLING DEVICES 
/ Synopsis of Facts: | . 
7 C..._] Malta Music | Wp G7 
- y MN fpeoey Center, Malta, Montana, sold 
/FY approximately twenty machines in 
psi July, 1950, to HERMAN PASTURE, | 
5° care of the Mayflower Distributing 


Company, 1826 University Avenue, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.: Investi- 


gation at Havre, Montana reflects 
that zand 
sold machines to in late | 
August, 1950. Details and serial 
numbers of machines involved in } 
these transactions not obtained. 


be 
bIC 


SS 


DETAILS: Pp AT CINCINNATI, OHTO 


| Information in possession of the 
Cincinnati FBI Office reflects that Malta Music 
Center, Malta, Montana, advised SA of the Butte 


PBI Office, that he sold approximately tyenty slot machines in 
July, 1950 to HEYMAN PASTURE, care of thé Mayflower Distributing « 
Company, 1826 Univers) ae Avenue, Minneseplis, Minnesota. The Py 


( ) ) . f on Ax ABN eA, JK 4 | ; 
Approved™ arfiaw 7. Ne Seial Agent 
_ Forward ga () | FILES ‘In Charge: —= Write’ In These ‘Spac 
Coples or this” cee Laan ~— 
D Bureau 


Omaha (1 USA, Des Moines, Iowa) 
Butte 


Chicago (Info) 

Milwaukee (Info) 

Minneapolis (71 161)(Info)(1 USA 
» Paul, Minn. } 


™ RUC aad ' 


Mr NR Ei! 


Springfield (Info 
Cincinnati (71-309) 


PROPERTY OF FBI - {IBLS ‘GGNPEDENGEAE RE weoRD AND ITS CONTENTS _ARE 
LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI A 
AGHNGY TO WHICH LOANED. — 


A pment Lh GAT] 
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CIN. 71-309 


details and serial numbers of machines involved in this transactio: 
were not obtained. 


Havre, Montana, son 
who passed away in March, 1950, advised SA 
of the Butte FBI Office, that his father 
left his slot machine business to another son, L____] 


a Havre, Montana, advised 2°. 
sAL___ of tho Butte FBI Office, that[ 


representing the Paster Distributing Compan st. Paul, Minnesota, 
bought most of the slot machines owned b and 

also purchased some from him, ° stated that he did not 
have an instrument of sale of the machines sold to[ | and he 
did not think > had a record of the slot machines 
sold at that time. . 


REP2RRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE Or ORIGIN 


- 2D = 


he oe . 


CIN. 71-309 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


-_ | One copy of this report is being designated 
for the Springfield, Chicago, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis Offices 
for purposes of information, and in accordance with Minneapolis 
letter to the Bureau dated 2/13/52. 


LADS 
BUTTE DIVISION 


AT MALTA, MONTANA 


Will re-interview[ sd, Malta Music 

Center, to ascertain the serial numbers of approximately twenty 

slot machines sold by him to HERMAN PASTURE in July, 1950. This 

lead to be covered and revorted in accordance with Minneapolis 
letter to Bureau dated 2/13/52. 


AT HAVRE, MONTANA 


Will re-interview[ ss to determine 
whether he has any record of serial numbers of slot machines sold 
b him to if this information is not available to 

I Will thereafter determine whether this information could 
- be obtained from a source other than[__} This lead to be 
covered and renorted in accordance with Minneapolis letter to 
Bureau dated 2/13/52. 3 | 


AT SHELBY, MONTANA 

Will interviews Shelby Dis- 
tributing Company, to ascertain serial numbers of slot machines 
sold by him a This lead to be covered and reported 
in accordance with Minneanolis letter to Bureau dated 2/13/52. 


REP ERENCE 


Minneapolis letter to Bureau dated 2/13/52. 


b6 
b7Cc 


. 


wr 


“thf 
) 


9 WAY Tg iso - oe 


TO og Director, FBI (72-3129) 


ooo + SAC, Miami (71-336) 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: April 30, 1952 


w 
sre yECT: fasien DISTRIBUTING COMPANY; 


(AYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION - 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


Reference is made to Omaha's letter to the Director dated th f-/ 


February 18, 1952 setting forth information that a potential criminal 


informant in the Mimneapolis Office had furnished information that Slot wy q-/ 


machines believed to be furnished by one or both of the above companies o 
‘have been going to Florida from whence they were reportedly going by 

boat to Cuba for re-distribution in various Latin American countries. 
‘According.to referenced letter a confidential source indicated there was 

a marshaling point in Florida tere such slot machines might be assembled . 

‘and believed he might be able to develop additional information on that 
point if given a little time, 


‘This informant further indicated that ee and one — 


both former residents of the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, are now 


* "Doth employed by the Bush Distributing Company operating out of Miami a 
. and Tampa, Florida, which is allegedly owned by one who is stated 
te be the distributor for Wurlitzer music bexes throughout Cuba as well 


_as the southeastern states, This imformant further . indicated that 
and were all friends of HERMAN-PASTER who he indicated had 


- been in Miami during the previous months, PASTOR bei being know to both 


the Himneapolis and Miami Offices in commection with the Paster Distributing 


| Company: and Mayflower Distributing Company. 


: Inquiry at the Peninsular & Occidental Steamship Line, Miami, 
‘Florida and contact with U. S. Customs officials, who have been previously 
alerted to the shipment of gambling devices out of the United States from 
the Miami area, failed to indicate that such activity is going on at 


She present time 


sith HERMAN PASTER, 


Potential Confidential Informant - who 4s acquainted L. 
and SAMPRARAN, who is know to the Bureau and 
Minneapolis Office, has advised that he is familiar. with all three individuals 


. but that to his knowledge none of these individuals are handling slot 
machines at the present time. This informant advised that TARAN and | 
' are competitors in the music box, pin ball machine and shuffle board business 


LA 


in the Miami area. He has advised thet he will attempt to determine if any 
of these individuals are engaged in any activity, in connection with slot 


‘machines at the present tine. w= OP lS 
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another ‘potential confidential informant of 


‘the. Miami Office who.was formerly employed as a mechanic in the repair of 
slot. machines for the Chris Novelty Company, Baltimore, Maryland, and who 


is presently employed by the Christopher-Lukar Companyin Miami which company | 


has registered under Section 3, Public Law 906 with. the Attorney General 
.. at Miami, Florida, has advised thet he too is familiar with SAM TARAN and . 
C fin the music box business in Miami in which the Christopher-Luker | 
Company is engaged at the presont_time. This informant advised that to | 
his knowledge: neither TARAN orL___lare ‘at. the presént time engaged in any 


| TARAN are more or less friendly, competitors in the juke box business. 


Co This latter informant has ‘further. advised that [___] sho was 
formerly a big slot machine operator in the Mltimore area and presently . 


operates a juke box route in the Miami area and, according. to informant, does" | 


business with SAM TARAN,| | and the H & G Novelty Company of Miami 
owned by which company is also known to have registered 
with the Attorney General's office as a dealer under Public Law 906. 


| It is further noted here that[”_|has been interviewed by Agents of the | 


Miami Office in connection with investigation conducted relative to his 
activities in the State of Maryland subsequent to the passage of ‘Public. 
Law 906 and has denied that he has in any way been connected with the . 
operation of slot machines an. ‘the Mami areas where .he is presently living. 


In addition to.the above information[ dS 
a who is presently in custody of the Dade County Sheriff's 
| Office at. Miami, Florida on a bad check charge with a hold for the = * 
Sheriff's Office in Broward County, Florida on a similar charge, was 
contacted. and interviewed. by -Agentsof this Office at the suggestion of: a 
deputy ‘sheriff. [___ladvised that he was formerly employed by SAM: 
' TARAN and associates and maintains that TARAN is presently operating as 
' . a fence in the Miami area for hot jewels, hot money; hot automobiles, or, - 
. according tol |, -agthing that has been stolen.:'[ sd, ‘who claims 
that he was taken for a ride by TARAN’s employees sometime ago for bewing 
- stolen: and sold a trailer truck load of sugar whieh. belonged to TARAN, 
has advised that TARAN: owns and controls all the slot machines Located - 


i in Monree County and the Key West area which is south of Miami and that 


approximately two years ago TARAN had approximately 300 slot machines _ 

stored at'a_camp just south of Jewfish Creek on the Overseas Highway to 
Key West. maintains that also is known to the © 
=e fissiee this camp as well as other New York and Chicago hoodlums. 


advised that the following individuals ane associates of SAM TARAN. e 


9 handles slot machine ‘pusiness for TARAN; ee 
ays trailer drivers who haul various items for TARAN: 


° a : and[___ | who operate a curd market selling —_ 
| gladiolus inthe Miami area, ciated by[ Ite a actually handle. hot 
stuff and to be closely associated with TARAN: © 7 
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_ activity in connection with slot machines although he is aware that| jana” 


a . : ; : . - * ‘ - 
“ot ' : et . : . 
: , ! . : ' . fou : . 
. ’ . : . 
oy 4 ; 1 : . - at 
ry + : + ey * woe “ . 
* . ‘ . L - . . . + od . . ‘ . * 
. + : . ' f e ' a . 1 . . ' . ‘ : : 
. : . . a : 
- : . - - _ . a : : . 
. . . . : 
t 1 * : . 
. . + oy -. r 
* : + : . . . 
- : soe + * . . . "a. 7 . ’ te ' 
. . > 
. . . : 4 t+ 

. . . . : . : . 

* 
‘ + ‘ 
. 
. . 


a, mechanic who ‘works Lor TARAN: | | : 
who works for TARAN but copecity unknown. 
associate of TARAN. 


During the course of the interview wath [The noticeably. 8 pe) | 


_ _ sttampted to impress the interviewing Agents that it was his desire tobe = =) bic 


released. from custody and that he could be of invaluable. assistance if he. 

were “on the street". Deputies have advised, however, that[_ _—idhas | 

-- furnished them reliable. information in the past although they have found it . | 
necasary to have other informants maintain a close check on in| 


(order to insure the credibility of information which he furnishes. © 


“In view of the. above. information ‘Ait Ls requested that ‘the ‘Minneapolis Pe 


Office re-contact potential criminal informant, and attempt DID 
to obtain from more pertinent information relative to the shipping — a 
of slot machines by the captioned companies to the Florida area. It is 

‘ noted in this connection that two potential confidential informants im the .... 

_ Miami. Division who are acquainted with[_ |. xHERMAN PASTER, and SAM . be 
-TARAN have indicated no knowledge of activities in connection with. slot = ° bic. 


machines and that information furnished by although — 
- indicating that TARAN was at least in the. past connected with. slot machine. 
| business. fails: to indicate | prazent activities in. that connection. 
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FORM No. ! OMAHA 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 
REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT MADE AT ) DATE EON hy BPS? FOR Oy 
5/8/32 Pe) shea ee ee: 
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IGATION 


FILE NO. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


) TITLE . _ 
| — 5 [[NTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
fy WAS» OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


Gyre 
if > 4 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
| Records at Midway National Bank, 
| fhe St. Paul, Minn., reflect thet on 
} fee 3/5/51 a $2100 item was charged 

| against checking account of May- 


we 
--)2~ 4 . * * & 
.) fF  . Llower Distributing Gompany, St. 
Paul, Minn. Dave's Distributing 


Company, Minneapolis, Minn., is 
owned and controlled by Mayflower 
Distributing Company, St. Paul, 


Minn, Other generel info obtained G i R % He 
OT ae 


regarding activities of subject. 


-~ Poa 


DETAILS ¢ 


In regard to the 
by 


2100.00 item which was deposited 
Agent interviewed| 


of the Bookkeeping Department, 
idway National Bank, 1587 University Avenue, 
Minnesota, who advised their bank is #22-60; that 


FR @ St. Paul hl, 

aes he has an original ledger sheet Showing that the Mayflower 
a}, Distributing Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul lb, Minn 
Ala €Scta, opencd a checking account on Februery 15, 1944. This 

a ledger sheet reflects that on March 5, 1951, a $2100.00 item 
af , 

2 | COPY IN FILE 


( 3) - Bureau (71-3129) _— 

- USA, St. Paul MAY 10 1952 Nb — 

3 - Omaha (71-206)(1-USaA, VE Li | AYE) 
Des Moines, Iowa) x \' & ; : 


& - Chicago (71-51h) 
| i - Milwaukee (info.)_ 
. eee oa 1 GG ¢ ate | 
PROPER ivheelolt | é 


BQN 2218 


bork Od its contents are loaned to youby the FBI and are not to be 


ted outside-of agency to which loaned, 


™~ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-—60637-1 
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rf 


was cherged against their checking account. [stated 
there was no other $2100.00 item between February 23, 1951, 


and March 30, 1951. ile further advised the maintain no 
Recordak fil. stated that LT 


would bce the person to serve a subpoens duces tecum 

On. 
i 
The closed case cntitied "APEX DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, 

Fargo, North Dakota; ITOGD", reflects that the aboye company 
wes reported as being a possible outlet of HERMAN®..S TER _ for 
the distribution of Hollycrene machines, That closcd file 
reflects thet no slot machines or diggers were ever handicd, 


‘The closed case ontitlea "L_——_—d 

Dicdrick Supply Company; IT0GD", reflocts that by letter dated 

February 26, 1952 2, [—_—] wrote that on February 5, 1952 he 

traded with the Ma ayflower Distributing Company, 2218 Univer- 

sity Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, two Hollycranes, Serial 

Numbers 290 and 330, for two 5-ball pin table. D6 

: b7Cc 

By lettor dated Merch 5, 1952, the attention of the 

United Stetes Attornoy, St. Paul, Minnesota, was directed to 

a Minneapolis rcport dated February 7, 1952, which reflects 

that he wes intcrested in knowing whether or not the Como Manu- 

fecturing Company, Chicago, Illinois, was registered with the 

United States Attorney at Chicego, Illinois. There was trans- 

mitted to the United States Attorney a copy of a Chicago report 

dated February 26, 1952, entitled "COMO MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: TToGpD", and he was advised that the United 

States Attorney at Chicago, Illinois would be recontacted re~ 

gerding his prosecutive opinion. 


Instant file reflects that HERMAN PASTLR was about 
to close out[___sijof Rapid City, South Dakota, and a 
Separate ITOGD case wes opencd, end the results of that investi-~ 
gation will be incorporated in thet file. 


: The Omaha Office wes advised’ by letter dated February 
21, 1952, thatD, Auditing Department, First 
National Bank, Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that the official © 


who could procuce the pertinent bank records was[ sd, 


The case entitled "U.S. NAVAL AIR STATION, MINNEAPCLIS, 
MINNESOTA; ITOGD", reflects that the following information was 
furnished to the Bureau by lettor dated March 28, 19523 
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M. A. NAJARIAN, Lieutenant Commander, United States 

Naval Reserve, Naval Air Station, Wold Chamberlain a 
Field, Minneapolis, Minnesota, furnished Special bo 
Agent [Ls ——“(t‘s—*di Ath a copy of a memorandum BIC 
approved by NAJARIAN from the Mess Treasurer, Commis- 

Sioned Officers Mess, to the Commissioned Officer 

relative to the disposition of slot machines in the 

Naval Air Station. 


This memorandum is set forth as follows: 


"1. Acting upon information received relative 
to the passage of the anti-slot machine bill 
by the House and Senate, all slot machines 
listed herein belonging to the Commissioned 
Officers! Mess were sold to the Mayflower 
Distributing Company of Saint Faull, Minnesota 
on 31 December 1950. 


"Bobtail - Serial 147645 
Bobtail - Serial 143030 

Bobtail - Serial 142779 

Silver Moon 25¢ ~- Serial 11.678 
Mills 10 ¢ - No serial 

Silver Moon 10¢ - Serial 14672 
Tic Tae Toe 25¢ - 178382 

Tic Tac Toe 50¢ - 172169 

Tic ‘Tae Toe 25¢ - 17253 

Tic Tac Toe 5¢ - 17815 

Clad dime Mille Brown Front - No serial 
Mills 5¢ - No serial 

Mills 5¢ - No serial | 

Mills 25¢ - Serial MLB251l.a" 


The above described machines will be checked against 
the indices to determine whether the Mayflower Distributing 
Company have listed the above machines with serial numbers on 
their monthly reports which they made to the Attorney General's 
Cffice,. . 


The closed case entitled "265th AIR FORCE RESERVE 
TRAINING CENTER, WOLD CHAMBERLAIN FIELD, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA; 
IToGp", contains the following information which was furnished 
the Bureau by letter dated March 28, 19523 
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Non-Commnissioned 


Officscrs Mess, International Airport, advised Special 
Agent] that during the year 1950 the 
Ste Paul Minneapolis International Airport was known 
as the 2465th Air Force Reserve Training Center, Wold 
Caamberlain Field. He indicated tnat during this 
period there was an officers club as well as a Non- 
Commissioned Officers Mess which maintaincd gambling 
devices at their respective establishments located 

at the above training centcr. 


Ler ind cated that shortly before January 2, 
1951, he was instructed by his superiors to dispose 


of the gambling devices wnich were locatcd at the 
above mentioned reserve training center. After 
recéiving instructions to dispose of these machines 
he indicatcd that contact was made with the Daves 


Distributing Company, 1815 Riverside Avenue, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, by Technical Sergeant Pood 
now Located at USAF, Orlando, Florida. Sergeant 


made arrangements to sell both the gambling 

devices maintained by the Non-Conmissioned Officers 
Mess and the Officers Club to the Daves Distributing 
Company for $920.00. As evidence of this transaction, 
he produccad an invoice #6117, datcd December 30, 1950, 
Which indicated that the Non-Commissioned Officers 
Mess was given credit for twelve "belis" for a, total 
of $920.00, The invoice indicates this amount wes to 
epply on the purchase of five pinball and one cigarctte 
machine with a total valuc of $208),.50. This left a 
balance due to the Daves Distributing Company amount- 
-ing to $156.50. 


b6 
b7C 


indicated at the time of this transaction the 
Officers Club was so small and its operations so 
limited that financial assistance nad to be given 
the Officers Club by the Non=Commissioned Officers 
Mess. He Stated that the Officcrs Club had approxi- 
mately three or four gambling machines, which were in 
Operation at tne Club and which were owned by the 
Club. According to[-_], this Club had only about 
two gambling devices which were in operation and also 
had various parts of gambling devices which would 
amount to epproximatoly an edditional gambling devicc. 


” ~ : 
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[| exhibited a statement dated December 29, 1950, 
from the Officers Club, 265th Air Force Reserve 
Training Center, Wold Chamberlain Field, addressed 

to the Non-Commissioned Officers Club which acknowledged 
the receipt of the following gambling devices: . 


Type of Machine Amount Serial No. Value 
Mills 25¢ MLB50 31 #20 .00 
Mills . 25¢ MLB25004 20.00 
Jennings 10¢ 1711 50.00 
Jennings | 10¢ 1395). 50.00 
Standard Ohief 5¢ 169206 50.00 
Mills o¢ MLB2572 20.00 
Mills o¢ No serial 5.00 
Mills S¢ No serial 5.00 


This statement indicates that the Officers Club was 
given credit for a total of $220.00. 


According to[_}| the Non-Commissioned Officers Mess 
disposed of the following machines and tnat they were 


indicated as follows: bo 
b7C 
Type of Machine Amount Serial No, Value 
Standard Ghief 25¢ 1691.60 None given 
Jennings Tic Tac Toe S¢ 17 3651 tt te. 
Jennings Tic Tac Toc 10¢ 173631 " " 
Stendard Jennings S¢ 1591 " " 
Typo not indicated 25¢ 17.365 to 
Typo not indicated 10¢ 17 3650 " " 
Type not indicated S¢ 463451 " " 


according tol. the above machines were all in fair 
operating condition and constituted the balance of-—the 
machines disposed of to the Daves Distributing Company. 
indicstcd that the previously mentioned machines 
at the Officers Club consisted of parts of gambling | 
devices for the most part and he did not believe there 
were more than three machines in operating condition 
out of the cight listed. He indicated that the Officers 
Club was, given a very liberal valuation on thoir cight 
machines due to their dire financial circumstances 
at the time. 
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[YS «Daves Distributing Company, 1815 River- 
Side Avenuc, Minneapolis, Minncsota, residenec 1526 
Qucen Avenuc North, Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised 
that company has been in operation for approximately 
one year and is owned end controlled exclusively by 
the Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minn- 
esota, Daves Distributing Company acts as a distribu- 
ting outlct for the Mayflower Distributing Company 
and its operations are entirely controlled by the 
Mayflower Company. [_sjindicstcd he works on a 

y salary and is paid by the Mayflower Distributing 
Company as are all the other exnenscs in connection 
with the operation of the Daves Distributing Company. 


[id vaguely recalled a transaction with the 
Non-Commissioned Officcrs Club, 2h56th fir Reserve 
Training Conter, Wold Chamberlain Ficld, Minneapolis, 
| Ninncosota, involving the treading of approximately 
fifteen ganbling deviccs which were to apply on the 
purchase of thrce pinball games and one cigarette bé 
machine. [_] stated he ecduld not recall. cver a BIC 
secing any of the machines which were traded in by © 
the Non- Gommissioncd Officers Club but recalled that 
somcone- representing this Club described the machines 
to him, indicating that they had shopped around at 
other places. Without secing the machines, he agreed 
to allow the Club a totel of $920.00 and bclieves 
that the gambling devices which were located at the 
Non=Commissioned Officors Glub wore delivered dircctly 
to the Mayflower Distributing Compeny at St. Paul, 
Minnesota 


As evidence of the transaction, LJ] produced an 
invoice number 9 for the Devcs Distributing Gompanys, 
dated January 4, 1951, which indicated that the 
following pinball machines which he indicated were 

not gambling devices were sold to the Non-Gonmissioned 
Officers Mess, 265th Air Force Reserve Training 
Center, Wold Chamberlain Field, Minneapolis, Minn- 


CSOT&. 

Type of Machine Serial Noe Amount 
Turf King 1552 ® 645 600 
Winner | Logl 595.00 
United Fourwsy Bowler 11083 375.00 


© - -, © 
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Type of Machine serial No» amount 


Keeney Cigarette Machine 7592 269.50 
hLrizone 15 327 225.00 
United Fourwey Bowler 1089 ~ 375,00 

Total $258.50 
Trede-in Allowance _ 920,00 
Balance due : $15 6 650 


also produced a credit invoice number 75, 
dated January lL, 1951, issuod by the Daves Distributing 
Company to the Non-Conmissioned Officers Moss, wold 
Chamberlain Ficld, as follows: 


12 slots $2 0.00 

1 photofinish 200.00 

1 Kentuck 200-200 a 

lL Canasta 100,00 | bé 
b7c 

Total $920.00 


it should be noted thet no serial numbers were indicated 
for any of the above slots or other gambling devices 
listed on this invoice, 


Stated that he fcels certain that the May- 
flower Distributing Company in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
which received the machines mentioncd in this memo 
from the Non-Commissioned Officcrs Mess, heve compleve 
records concerning the gambling deviccs reccived 
from the Non=Commissioned Officers Mess. 


The serial numbers of the above mentioned gambling 
devices will likewise be checked against the indices to dcotermine 
whether Mayflowcur Distributing Company Listed these. machines 
‘in their monthly reports to the Attorney Gencral,. 


By letter dated March 29, 1952, the United States 
Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, was furnished with photostatic 
copicsof oll inventories and correspondence which was sent by 
the Mayflower Distributing Gompany to the Attorney General's 
Office, Washington, D.C. 
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The closed case entitled [ss rroap", | Pe 


reflcets that no such individual could be located, 
b2 


of known reliability cdvised Special igent —_ 


on March 2 1952, that he had been wvnable to obtain 
a photograph a that [__ jis now travelling 
all over the country end wes recently in Montana, but he does 
not know woat [| was doing on thesc trips. 


Informant further stated that he still belicves[] 
and his associates have a number of slot machines stoved in 
Iowa. Informant ventured the information that possibly thoy 
planned to get them to Cuba as informant stated the recent 
changs in the government of Cube would probably benefit 
and his associates. 


In regard to HERMAN PASTER, informant stated that 
PASTER claims he is going to guit the coin machine busincss 
and that he is going into the ice crcam business or a business 
Similar to the Dairy Queen business which has beccme so prom- 


inent lately. be 


b7C 
The pending case entitled "EMIL 6. GHRISTIANSCN, 


TTOGD", contains a Minneapolis Report dated April 2, 1952, 
which voflects that >] (is subjoct of soparate 
ITOGD case). stated that he bought twenty-eight slot machines 


from HERMAN PASTER in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
produced bills of lading which were dated December 13, 1950; 
Decembcr 29, 1950, and December 30, 1950. 


The report reflects thatL sd when interviewed 
Statcd he bought these machines because HERMAN PASTERR told 
him he had sold the same type of slot machines to dealers in 
Dickinson, Fargo, and other cities in North Dakota, and that 
he, PASTER, knew they would become icgal in North Dekota. 


Inasmuch es there ere soparate cases on both 
CHRISTIANSON and[— sf, edditionel investigation regarding 
the above machines will be conducted in those files. 

of known reliability adviscd that telephones ee 
ATlantic 5231 end $322 are both listcd to Davo's Distributing 
Company, 1815 Riverside Avenue, Minncapolis, Minnesota; that 
these phones wore installed originally as LIcoln 21l7 on May 
25, 1950, at the request of J. D. JOHNSON, Secretary, May- 
flower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, who are 
rcsponsible for the bill, According te Informant, [mows 
ebcut this matter et the Mayflowcr Distributing Company. 


b6 
b7C 
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further advised that[ whose home ee 
phone is of Daves Distributing Company | 
end claims he has been in the coin machine business for cighteen 


years. 


The case entitled "SURVEY OF G.MBLING DEVICES ON 
WHICH $150 TAX WAS PAID TO COLLECTOR’ OF INTERNAL REVENUE, ST. 
PAUL, MINNESOTA; IT0GD", reflects that 
[____] Empire Bar, 119 South Wabasha Street, St. Paul, Minn- 


esota, advised that he recently purchased that business from 
and that there wore no gaming devices in it. 
remarked, however, that he believed had a 


machine in his place and that it belonged to the Paster Distri- 
buting Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minncsota, 
NEsStor 7901. 


The closed case entitled "L___} {Tocp", 
reflects that when [| Fargo, North Dakota, was inter- 


viewed he stated he ordered a total of five Hollycranes: that 
he securéd two from Mayflower 4musement Company, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, in early September, .1951; that the first Mayflower 
machine came into Fargo, North Dakota from St. Faul, Minnesota 
via the Ace Truck Lincs, and then it was taken by [_] on his 
own truck; that the machine hed serial number 1429-30 and was 
put in the Roundup Bar, 


b6 
b7C 


[__]recalled that he had received one other machine 
from the Mayflower Amusement Company, St. Yaul, Minnesota, 
and[__ was of the opinion that machine was placed by him in 
the Webster Recreation Perlors in Fargo, North Dakota. | 
was unable to recall the date of that purchase, but stated 
both of the Mayflower machines had been purchased through the 
Progress Finance Company, which is an affiliate of the May- 
flower Amusement Company. 


That file further reflects thet Jlocated two 
conditional sales contracts which he had made with the Holly 
Soles Company through the Progress Finence Company of St. 

Paul, Minnesota. The first contract was dated august 1, 1951, 
and was for one new Hollycrane, serial number 1429-30, and the 
total price, including interest, was to be $725.00. 


The second conditional salcs contract was dated 
August 20, 1951, and was between the Holly Sales Company and. 
I and it was handled by the Progress Finance Company. 
This was for one used Hollycrane, serial number 1366-30, and 
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the total amount of the machine was $494.50, including interest. 
The report reflects the actual examination of that machine 
showed the serial number to be 1366-3, 


That file reflects that the United States Attorney, 
Pergo, North Dakota, declined prosecution as he did not con- 
sider [____] to be a dealer, and he declined prosecution in 
transporting the machines from Fargo, North Dakote to Dillworth, 
Minnesota, 
| bé 
The Omaha Office also has information reflecting BIC 
that on the early morning of March 31, 1952, a bomb was thrown 
against the front door of the Mayflower Distributing Company, 
1209 Douglas Strect, Omaha, Nebraska. 


. The St. Louis Office adviscd by letter dated April 
lu, 1952, that a re-examination of the Army Service Record 


for [_] asn[ 4) fails to disclose 
a photograph, and there is no indication that he was photo- 


graphed while in the United States Army. 


The writer's report dated February 7, 1952, reflects 
that C. U. LANDRUM, who was then United States Attorney at - 
' St. Paul, wantcd to know what decision or opinion wes rendered 
by the United States Attorney in Chicago, Illincis as to 
prosecutive action regarding the Como Manufacturing Company. 


-PENDING- 
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LEADS: 
THE OHICAGO DIVISION 
At Chicago, Illinois 


Will refer to referenced report dated Februsry 7, 
1952, and refer to Chicago file cntitled "COMO 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS; IToap", 
and will advise whether AUS’ JOSEPH E. TOBIN was 
recontacted and what is his prosecutive opinion 
relative to the Oomo Manufacturing Company. 


THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 
it Minneapolis, Minnosota 


Upon receipt from Chicago, Illinois of an opinion 
given by the United States Attorney regarding the 
Como Manufacturing Company, will recontact the 
United States Atterncey, ote Paul, Minnesota, in 
accordance with instructions appcaring in refcrenced 
report dated 2/7/52, which relates to probably 
prosccuting Holly Sales Company and Paster Distribu- 
ting Company for failure to register with the 
Attorney Goneral,. 


In regerd to the various gambling devices, with 
scriel numbers, which were purchased from the 
federal government by the Mayflower Distributing 
Compeny and Daves Distributing Company, will chock 
such seriel numbers against the indices of the 
Minneapolis Office in order to determine whether 
such gambling devices were listed on any of the 
monthly reports which were submitted to the Attorney 
General of the United States by the Mayflowcr 
Distributing Company. 


Will continue to report any additional information 
which is received concerning subjcct. 
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INFORMANTS : 
b2 
b6 
b7Cc 
b7D 


INFORMATION: 


The Milwaukee and Springficld Offices are being furnished 
a copy of this report for information purposes inasmuch 
as they are interested in this case. 


REFERENCES | . 


. b6 
Reports of Special eget oo Minneapolis, DIC 
Minnesota, dated Februery 7, y and Fobruery 27, 1952. 
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Offi Memorlindum - “UNITED STATES QoverNeent 


DIRECTOR, FBI (71- ~3129) : 7 DATE: > may 28, 1952. 


Bac, MINNEAPOLIS (71-161) 


£ASTER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY; 
MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
GAMBLING DEVICES 


“Reference is made to Miami letter’ to Bure au dated 


pei 30, 1952, _ —— b6 
on May 22; 1952, ———— potential criminal a oe 


Informant, Fairmont, Minnesota, was reinterviewed, and he had 

no more. ‘definite or pertinent information relative to the shipping 
of slot machines by subject companies to the Plorida area or 

any other place, 


| The informant stated that should he secure any further 
information, he will advise the Minneapolis office. } 


RIN: BLL 

qi-161 

ce: 1 =- Miami. (h- 3129). 
1 = omaha (71-206) 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Ye Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


ROM: 


vc 


DIRECTOR, FBI ns) DATE: June 12, 1952 


‘SKC, SPRINFIELD’ (71100) 


TD ee | 


THOGD 


ReButel June ll, 1952000 Oo DIC 


There is enclosed with Minneapolis copies of this letter one” 
copy of the report of an oof Suringfield, Illi» 


pols, dated March 18, 1952, which should be furnished to the 


J. 5. Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


HIB bk 


Jeo: Omaha (71-266) 


2cc: Minneapolis N61) tate 


remo rid pr 
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Office Memoranaum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Director, FBI (71-3129) DATE: 6/12/52 


SAC, Omaha ( 71206) 


&> 
SUBJECT: was,, et als 
TOG; CONSPIRACY oe 
pA | - Rebutel 6/11/52, | | _ a  b6 


b7C 
nolosed herewith for the USA ot Springfield is a copy of ‘the 
summary, report of SAP id maha, 3/5/52, 


A copy of the report of sa Omaha, 3/12/52, 
was designated for the USA at St, Paul and is not being furnished at this time, 


cc: Springfield (Bnc, 1) (71-100) | he 


Minneapolis (71-661) | a i 
~ TABS BOD 


“A, 


(ae? 


og Se 6 1083 


AEPARNEN . oF 


rt 
Wea Yay “tigen 4 
. On ane wh — Kg 
1 


“68.09% 


HAN. | 
J 33¢ 


“STANDARD FORM NO. 64 + 
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Office Mo,...-ndum . ona © |, GOVERNMENT 


TO DIRECTOR, FSI (71-3129) AIR MATL DATE:. June 17, 1952 
/ Bow | SAC, MIAME (1-336) | | | 


SUBJECT: C pastm DISTRIBUTING COMPANT: 
MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY: 
INFERSTATS TRANSPORTATION 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES 


Reference is made to Quaha Letter to the Director, | dated 2-18-52, 
under above caption, and to Miami Letter to the Director, dated bh 30- 520 


: By letter dated Hay 28, 1952, .the Minneapolis Office advised 
that Potential Criminal Informant| = | Fairmont, Minnesota, upon 


reinterview, could fumish no more definite or pertinent information a, pe “ 

relative to shipping of slot machines by subject companies: to the Florida bID 
area or any other places | a 

_Investigatdon at Tampa, Plorida,féiled to reflect thatL __] b6 

or are Imom in Tampa or that the Bush Distributing - BIC 


ompany is eperating in that city. In view of the failure te substantiate 
the original information furnished by PCI[___Jof Faizmont, - — . 
Minnesota, to the effect that captioned companies were shipping slot machines | 
to the State of Plorida for shipment to Cuba, no further action is being 
taken in this matter, and this case is being considered closed in the Mientl 


«Office. pending receipt of more substantial information relative to the . 
alleged shipments. | 
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“JUNE 11, 1952 °° 


(SAC, OMAHA === SURGENT. ~ 
... SPRINGFIELD 


pC FT WAS., ET AL, TT0GD, “consPTRacy. DEPARTMENTAL 


- ATTORNEY “HANDLING THIS CASE ADVISES DEPARTMENT IN CONTACT WITH 


7 VARIOUS U $ ATTORNEYS CONCERNED WITH ‘THES CASE AND HOPES TO PROSECUTE 
| UNDER: CONSPIRACY VIOLATION IN MINNESOTA. IF NOT ABLE 0 ‘BO THIS 
| PLANS ‘0 PROSECUTE IN VARIOUS DISTRICTS. WHERE INDIVIDUAL VIOLATIONS = 
| (bic | 
EXIST. . DEPARTMENT DESIRES COPY OF SUMMARY REPORT. OF’ sald 
7 eo OMAHA DATED MARCH FIVE PIFTYTWO BE IMMEDIATELY FORWARDED | 
- US. ATTORNEY, ‘SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. . OMAHA HANDLE AND ADVISE. © HE 


‘DESIRES COPIES OF REPORTS OF sal OMAHA DATED 
“MARCH TWELVE FIFTYTWO AND REPORT OF saL TT) sPrinerie 


-_. DATED MARCH EIGHTEEN FIFTYTWo BE. FORWARDED US ATTORNEY, ST. PAUL, 
MINNESOTA. OMAHA AND SPRINGFIELD HANDLE AND ADVISE. —_ 
: : HOOVER 
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‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
This Case ORIGINATED ATOMAHA | ° FILE No. 
REPORT MADE AT DATE: WHEN MADE Gihidabapde] , 1 8, REPORT MADE BY 
MINNEAPOLIS 7/9/52 | 233 1/3/52. 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTAT- 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
[ a . 
3 wa 3 t - 


ION OF GAMBLING DEVIC HS 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


DETATLS 


COPIES DESTROYED | 


898 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED! 


SECORDED - 20 
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ikaw ie. T 7 7 EDEN 
St. Paul Te 1 ni) so fea \ I es D - 22 
i. omaha (71-206) (1-USA, Des 3 Nbings) ex fr uxt 
l-Chicago (71l- Sil.) (Info. ) Alb) 
1-Springfield (71-100) (Info,) _ Ast 
4-Minneapolis (71-161) (1-ce 66-2835 ~ ENG 140 
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ea 


[| of known reliability, furnished 


information regarding individual named 


at St. Cloud, Minn., who trans- 
ported some machines. [___jof 
Cloud, Minn., located but furnished 
information of interest. Chicago Of 
advises AUSA, Chicago, Illinois, dec 
criminal prosecution, against Como M 
ufacturing Company, Chicago, Illinoi 


-P- 


St. 
no 
fice 
lined 
an- 


b2 
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s. Their 
records reflect Como Manufacturing Company 
was not registered as.of april 25, 1952. 


of known reliability, advised sal] 


that while he was in the 


slot 


machine business he nad several contacts with 
the officials of the Mayflower Company in St. 
Paul, namely: HpRMAN-PASTER and also with 
- the Lieberman Company in Minneapolis, Minnes- 


yee acquainted with the owners and opera 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT 


dual hee 


tors. 
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ota. Informant stated that to date he still 
contacts the above two companies and is well 
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Informant also indicated that since tne first of tne year he was 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota, at an amusement operators meeting, 

and_while there he talked to a man whom he only knew by the name 

of [__| who formerly worked for the Mayflower Distributing Com- 

pany at St. Paul. Informant stated that tnis man[___] who is 

now working for some coin machine operator in St. Cloud, MNinnes-— 

ota, told informant tnat he had hauled a truckload of slot machines 

out of either Wisconsin, Illinois or Indiana since the first of 

the year for the Mayflower Company and had taken the machines to 

Des Moines, Iowa. Informant further stated that HERMAN PasTiR: 

the owner of the Mayflower Distributing Company, has ‘a | 
known as[L__|who does most of the hauling and that was ) 

‘along when this shipment was made. 


Informant seemed to think that the Mayflower Distributing Company 
is shipping slot machines right along regardless of the federal 
statute, 


AT Sf. CLOUD, MINNESOTA _ bé 
| : : b7c 
a former slot macnine operator and presently the 
operator of various juke boxes and otner coin machines, advised 


that he has a serviceman working for him by the name of 
who formerly worked for[~ lof Rochester, Minnesota. 


LT, presently resides at St. 


oud, Minnesota, advised SA that for a period of 
avout two years he was employed by tne Civil Acronautics aAuth- 
ority engaged in the installation and maintenance of radio navigat- 
jonal devices. Subsequently he quit tne CAA and went to work for 
of Rochester servicing various coin operated amusement 
devices. For the past year he has beén employed by [Ld 


stated that he is in frequent contact with tne Mayflower Nov+ 
elty Company for the purpose of purchasing novelty macnines of 
various sorts but at no time has ne been employed by that firm. 
He knows nothing about the transportation of any slot machines by 
the firm, He knows a man by the name of[ lat tne firm but 
nothing else concerning him. [____]|stated that he has been on 
the several floors of the firm but has never observed slot mach- 
ines stored there, 7 


Inquiry at the Krueger liusic Company, Hast St. Germain Street, 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, reflected that there is no one employed by. 
that firm by the name of and no one wnio formerly worked — 
for the May? lower Novelty Company in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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| | b2 
Instant file reflects that the jureau, Omaha and Miami Offices bID 
were advised that[__]had io definite or pertinent information we 
relative to tne shipping of slot mac.iines to the Florida area or IC 


any other place by the Paster or Mayflower Distributing Company. 


Instant file also contains a copy of a report of —— 
EID, Minieapolis, May 26, 1952, in the case entitled 

wa.; LLOGD," which reflects that[.__sJ stated ne pur- 
chased three Hollycrane, Miniature Industrial Cranes from the 
Holly Sales Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1951. This report 
contains détailed information which reflects tnoese machines were 
purchased on June 13, 1951, March 13, 1951, and August 7, 1951. 


Instant file als contains a copy of a report of > = —_—_§| 
Butte, dated May 19, 1952, in the case entitled 
3 wf AL; ITOGD; CONSPIRACY," which reflects that the 
Butce Office was going to correlate information in that file which 


will be of assistance in connection with the[__|case. 


In regard to the serial numbers of tne various gambling devices 
which appear in Minsieapolis report dated May 8, 1952, such numbers 
were checked against the indices, It was noted that those mach- 
ines were indexed to the original files which were entitled "U.S. 
Naval Air Station, Minneapolis," and "2u65th, Air Force Reserve 
Training Center, Wold Chamberlain Field, Minneapolis, Minnesota,” 
both files of which are mentioned in that report. 


A Minneapolis report dated February 7, 1952, reflects that the 
United States Attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, was interested in 
knowing whether or not the Como Manufacturing Company, Chicago, 
Illinois, was registered with the United States attorney at Chicago, 
Tlilinois. 


In connection with the case entitled "COMO NANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
CnlCaGO, ILLINOIS, ItoGb,” tnere is a Chicago report dated June 27, 
1952, which contains the following information. 


MAT CalCaGO, ILLINOIS" 


"On april 25, 1952, the facts of instant matte: were 

again reviewed with assistant United States actorney 

JOSiFH P, LOBIN who declined criminal prosecution of 

the subject company. In his opinion the closed prize chute 
Hollycrane model is definitely mot a gambling device, 

It is als opinion that the spot welded metal plate across 
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the prize chute is more of a permanent nature ratner 
than a superficial sealing of the prize chute. ir. 
TOBIN is of the opinion tnat it is doubtful that the 
open prize chute hollycrane model is a gambling device 
under Fublic Law 906.” 


"The records of the United States attorney, Chicago, 

as of April 24, 1952, reflected the Come Manufacturing 
Company was not registered as a manufacturer or dealer © 
in gambling devices," 


Inasmuch as previous reports reflect that the United States attor- 
ney at St. Paul, Minnesota, was interested in connection with the 
Holly Sales Company, St. Paul, Hinnesota, it has been noted that 
in the case entitled ' ITOGD", tnuere is a Minneapolis 
report dated June 12, 1952, and inasmuch as tnat report makes 
reference to an interview witn HaRMAN PaST.R, the contents of 

that report are being set forth as follows: 
"By teletype dated June 6, 1952, the Cleveland office 
advised that tne United States Customs at Buffalo had 
advised the Buffalo office of a snipment of two alleged 


coin-operated amusement devices, via the New York Central 
Railroad, Waybill #33360, by C.J Hotel Hollenden, 
Cleveland, Ohio, to a Siegel Anusement Company, New 
Market, Ontario, Cenada. An examination of tnese 
machines revealed they are iolly Cranes, Serial Nos, 163 and 
198, and are the digger type; one machine bore a card whicn 
read 'Distributed by Holly Sales Company, 2218 University 
Avenue, St. Paul-Hinneapolis', ihe Assistant United 
States attorney at Buffalo, New York, had advised that there 
was no interstate transportation violation of gambling 
devices, because tie macnines were destined for Canada, 
and the only possible violation was that subject was not 
a registered dealer. The Washington Field Office had 
advised that was not a registered dealer. 

was not known at Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, and 
informationdeveloped that[___Jwas continually traveling 
and had no. local address," 


'Mhe Cleveland office requested contact with the Holly 
sales Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, for any information 
available concerning [~ —s—=«dSS” 


NELRMall PASTAR, President, Holly Sales Company, 2218 


-\ - 
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University avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, advised he was 
mot acquainted with and inquiry among other 
officials and employees of Holly Sales Company failed to 
disclose anyone who knew him. PaSTER recalled, however, 
engaging in pnone transactions with a Slegel Amustment 
Company, 4.77 Yonge Street, Toronto, Canada, in connection 
with the sale of various types of amusement and gambling 
devices. He indicated that these phone conversations on 


behalf of tnis company were made either by an 
[—Jor[_} and therefore assumes that 
is either an official or an employse of this company in 


' Toronto. 


"ir. PASYSR volunteered that tne Holly crane diggers have 
been taxed out of existence in the United States, and 
that tae only available market for this t:pe of gambling 
device at the present time is in Canada. He indicated 
that he has snipped approximately 12 to 15 Holly crane 
diggers to the Siegel Amusement Company at Toronto during 
the past 6 months, and it is his impression that the 
shipment of Holly crane diggers to Canada is not a 
violation of Public Law 906. Mr. PaSTaR further remarked 
that since the passage of Public Law 906 he has made every 
attempt to comply with this law in regard to nis trans- 
actions with these machines, Mr. PAtTaR appeared to be 
under the impression tnat the interstate transportation 
of dolly crane digzxers with a closed chute so that no - 
prizes can be delivered, has the effect of excluding 
these machines from within the provisions of Public Law 


906. He further indicated that the Como Manufacturing Company 


of Chicago, Illinois, since tie passage of Public Law 

906, has shipped numerous Holly crane digwers throughout 
the country with the chute bolted snut so that the prize 
received during the operation of the digger could sot be 
delivered to tne player of the machine. P.uiSTsR admitted 
that any Holly crane macnines he has shipped in interstate 
commerce have been shipped witn the chute. bolted closed." 


‘jith respect to the Holly Cranes bearing Serial Nos, 163 and 
198, HERMAN PASTER readily produced two cards which reflected 
all of his transactions with these particular machines. 


"; card bearing the title 'One Holly Crane Serial No. 163! 


was sold by the Holly Sales Company to the Empire Distri- 
buting Company, 582 Valencia, San Francisco, California, 
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on June 2, 1950. This is the only transaction the 
Holly Sales Company has had with tnis Holly crane." 


"A card bearing the title 'Holly Crane Digger No. 
193! reflects that this machine was originally sold 
to the following individuals on tne dates indicated 
by the Holly Sales Company: 


Lale City, Minnesota, March 22, 1948 
Winona, Minnesota, June 7, 194.8 | 

, Rock Island, Illinois, August 27, 1948 
Mayflower Distributing Company, Qmaha, Nebraska, 
November 20, 198 

Baltimore, Maryland, April 17, 1950 
Empire Coin Macnine ixchange, 1012 Milwaukee 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, January 17, 1951" 


It is to be noted that the above mentioned report dated June l2, 
1952, contains a léad to contact tne United States Attorney at St. 
Paul regarding prosecutive action he might desire to take regard- 
198 the transportation of the Hollycrane digger on January 17, 
1951. : | 


~ PENDING - 


bo . 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


INFORMATION The Chicazo and Springfield Offices are being 
| furnished copies of tnis report for information 
purposes as they are interested in this case, 


THE MINNEAPOLIS. OFFICE 


At Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Will report any additional information wnich is received concern~ 
ing subjects. . 


Will report results of recontact wth United States Attorney, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, relative to prosecuting Holly Sales Company, PASTER 
Distributing Company for failure to register with the attorney 
General. | 


INFORMANTS 

. b2 
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REFERENCE: Report of sal ____] | eIC 
Minneapolis, May 8, 1952. | 


"STANDARD FORM NO, 64 Co ) — nt ks e oo oy 7 eS 
- Ofc Me lace tum « “UNITED | |__| GOVERNMENT 


pirector, FL (rene) ee, * amesnay 1h, 1952 


Yea Minneapolis (1-261) - - : a aa 


* athe following information. ds. 5 being transmitted for information and oa age ; 
record purposes and the same will be reported in { the next investigative oy 
. ‘report that is submitted. — 7 al | 


Re- report of ‘sal Jatt July 9, 1952,. at Minneapolis, 
' Minnesota, which contains a lead-to report. results of recontact. with’ * oS 
United States Attorney relative to prosecuting Holly Sales. Company and a, i 
__. the Paster Distributing Company: for failure to © register with the. ct | 
_ Attorney General.” | Pe, 


a By letter, dated’ July 9,. 1952, the: Honorable. Philip Neville; ‘United 
ce States Attorney, furnished the following information: . | 
" mpermit me. to say ‘that IL discussed. this ‘case with the. . 
Department | of Justice in Washington, and it is now being - no 
carefully reviewed with a view ‘to presenting the same. to’. 
the next session of the. Grand: Jury. It appears now that. - oe 
. we. will ask for an indictment of -at_ least | some, if not 
: ally of: the people involved." : 
| RNP: :dad a Oo on re p 
"ce: 1 Omaha (71-206) ET a 
oe) Chicago (71-51y) 
AS 1 Springfield (71-100) oe nt 
OPe, ee 
mo, ve 7 an oe os ae oo — RECORDED ; ) meee sy ah ee ) 
Coe, : ; . _ | | LO - 3 ee a3 . 
EX. - 102  * “3 
| ay 


CHARACTER OF CASE - 


FEDERAL BUREAU oF INVESTIGATION | 
|" Form No. 1 | | 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA. / FILE NO. 
; i "REPORT MADE AT — 7 . : DATE WHEN fo PERIOD FOR.WHICH MADE | REPORT. MADE BY. : ; So ' 
|. BUTTE, MownaNA’ [7/23/52 . |2/443.'7/16/52 rr efw: 


|, was.; ET AL : 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 
b OF. GAMBLING DEVICES. | 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: - a | Havre, Montana, reported subject, 
representing Paster Distributing Company, 
fe bt > apf - Minneapolis, arranged to get about 50 machines ,: ; 
make and serial numbers unknown, late August, BT 
? “3 f-< of 1950. ‘Malta, Montana, recalled. pe 
. unknown person who may have been subject, repre- 
senting Paster Company, Minneapolis, in late : 
summer, 1950, “who: ‘arranged for about 19 machines, 
exact makes and serial numbers unknown. [_ sd) 
| Shelby, Montana, hed no specific infor- 
. mation. a | oe ob 6 
Z 7 ss TC 
|» DETAILS: © . 
of AT HAVRE, MONTANA . 
on —) coin machine ‘operator, reported that just before isd 
él Labor Day, 1950, subject, representing the Paster Distributing Company, formerly |. 
tf {5 . the Mayflower Distributing Company, Minneapolis, . Minnesota, had arranged. for. 
EP _ the purchase of about 50 or 60 slot machines through [__]said subject . 
{had his family along and had mentioned that. he was in @ hurry to get back to 
| am rd Minneapolis so the family would be there in time to start school, so he was . 
Be cy Sure of the date. Subject has had considerable prior business dealings with 
mn Z and 1dvised that he was merely acting as agent for[__] in acquir- 
fj, ing the machines, most of which had ‘come from the HARRY WATKINS estate. [___} 
ay 3 said ;he and HARRY WATKINS had been closely associated in the prior sale and /'" 
BI distribution of. slot machines » and after WATKINS | death, . 


had assisted _ A a 


APPROVED ANB 
' FORWARDEYS 


SPECIAL AGENT 
‘ IN CHARGE 


| 0 = _ DONOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES —- 


JUL 28 1982. \\y 


ce ureau y(n 3129) oo 
3. - Omaha (71-206) 


(1-USA, Des: Moines, Iowa) 


’ X\ ad 
1 = Cincinnati (71-309) (Info. ) on A aN - 
t ~ Fea h u i 
1 -. Minneapolis (71-161). (Info. ) : oo 2 
"propeRTY dP FEI THIS <CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED. To YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED. OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO, WHICH LOANED, | 


“a4 . 
™ ; u. Ss. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE " 16—59255-1 
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| in disposing of the slot machines owned by the 
WATKINS ' estate. said he had kept no account of the serial numbers or 
makes or exact number of machines taken by the subject, and did not know where 
these figures might be found. He said that inasmuch as the WATKINS' estate is 
still being probated,- there is a possibility that serial numbers and details of 
the sale of the machines might be a matter of court record. He said he would 
attempt to find out if that were so, and if it was, he would notify the FBI. 
[____] said he recalled that most of the machines obtained by the subject were 
Mills and Jennings, and that there may have been & few Pace machines. He said 
subject stayed at the Shanty Motel in Havre, and that search of their records 
would verify the exact date subject was in Havre, if needed. 


AT MALTA, MONTANA 


Malte Music Center, said he recalled an unknown person, 
representing the Paster Company, called upon him in the late summer of 1950, and 
arranged to pick up about 19 Pace, Jennings and Mills slot machines from 
said he delivered the machines to Havre, Montana, where the big truck was 

to pick up @ load. He did not recall the man's name-and remembered only that 

the man had a wife along, who had made a remark reflecting that She was soon to | 

have a baby. [_—ijsaid he had previously done business with pe 

Paster Distributing Company, Minneapolis territory. Of the 19 machines, BIC 

did not recall their origin, except that some of them may have come from 

the Dodson Big Two Club or the Big Two Club, Dddson, Montana. [ —Ireportea 

that he had kept no records of dates of the transactions, serial numbers or 

other data, and did not know where that information could be found. 


The following investigation was conducted by sal tg 


AT SHELBY, MONTANA 
[sd of the Shelby Distributors, advised as 


His father,[ ssn ded in March of 1950, and he was 
administrator of his estate. His father had been distributor for all Bell and 
pace slot machines in Glacier, Toole, Liberty and Hill Counties, in Montana. 

The only machines that his father owned were approximately 30.or 40 in Glacier 
National Park. His father ran this business from Havre, ontana, and was assoc- 
iated with a[”___—=«+4ss He did not know the relationship of this partnership. 
It was in August of 1950 that he drove to Glacier National Park and brought all 
the slot machines to Shelby, and around the last week in August a driver, whose 
name he does not remember, picked up these machines. He said that[” _|made the 
arrangements for the sale of the machines and had sent this driver over. He 
said that when his father died he did not receive any records on any slot machines, 
and he kept no record of the machines he brought out of Glacier National park 

-~-RUC- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Inasmuch as the Cincinnati and Minneapolis Offices had investigation 
in this a similar case entitled, ET AL, INTERSTATE TRANS - 
PORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES; CONSPIRACY," one copy of this report is being 
designated for those offices. | 


REFERENCE 


Cincimati report of SA[ sd, dated 5/1/52. 


Minneapolis letter to Butte dated 6/18/52. 
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FBY/ MINNEAPOLIS 993-52 4-40 PM @_ 

SIRECTOR, FBI = URGENT fe 
WAS. ET AL, IGD7D. LETTER RECEIVED TODAY FROM USA 

P. We LANIER, FARGO, ADVISING QUOTE AT THE REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL, WASHINGTON, D. C., WE ASK THAT WE BE FURNISHED WITH COPIES 

OF ALL REPORTS NOT HERETOFORE FURNISHED US INVOLVING THE ACTIVITIES 

OF ELMO T. CHRISTIANSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THIS STATE, MADE-AS A 

RESULT OF INVESTIGATIONS OF YOUR OFFICE, WE WILL APPRECIATE RECEIVING 

THESE REPORTS AT AN EARLY DATE. UNQUOTE, THIS OFFICE HAS CONDUCTED 

NO INVESTIGATION OF ELMO T. CHRISTIANSON BUT FROM TIME TO TIME HAS be 

RECEIVED GENERAL INTELLIGENCE INFO SUCH AS FURNISHED THE BUREAU IN 

ABOVE ENTITLED CASE BY LETTER DATED JULY TWENTYTHREE, FIFTYONE, AND 

LETTER TO THE BUREAU DATED APRIL ONE, FIFTYTWO, IN THE CASE ENTITLED 

FEDERAL GRAND JURIES INVESTIGATION LOCAL. CRIME. CHRISTIANSON ALSO 


REFERRED TO IN THE CASE ENTITLED| ss TOGD, PENDING REPORT 


OF sA[ sd AT MPLS, DATED JULY EIGHT JST 4 BUREAU-S 
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FBY, MINNEAPOLIS 9-15-52 
RECTOR, FBI URGENT 


WAS, ET AL, ITOGD. 
SUMMARY REPORT INSTANT CASE BEING TYPED. © WILL BE COMPLETED APPROX- 


ie 


Son 


IMATELY SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, PHILIP NEVILLE, USA, ST. PAUL, WHO 6 
HAS PERSONALLY PRESENTED INSTANT CASE TO GRAND JURY EXPECTS SECRET. i 
INDICTMENT WILL BE FORMALLY RETURNED FRIDAY, SEPT, NINETEEN, AGAINST 
SUBJECTS, HERMAN PASTER, [|] AND ALBERT GARDNER. BENCH 
WARRANTS WILL THEN BE ISSUED FOR THE SUBJECTS AND WILL BE IMMEDIATELY 
SERVED BY USM OFFICE, ST. PAUL. NEVILLE INTENDS TO RECOMMEND FIVE 
THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND EACH FOR PASTER AND[ |] AND ONE THOUSAND 

COLLAR BOND FOR GARDNER. NEVILLE DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE AT THIS TIME 
AUTHORIZING ANY SEIZURE OF SLOT MACHINES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. HE 
DOES NOT FEEL THEY ARE NEEDED FOR EVIDENCE FOR THE REASON THE SAME 
ISSUES ARE INVOLVED IN CONNECTION WITH THE :SEIZURE OF THE MACHINES 

AS ARE INVOLVED IN THE CRIMINAL TRIAL AGAINST SUBJECTS AND THERE- 

FORE OF THE OPINION THAT IF THE MACHINES ARE SEIZED THIS ACTION -~ 
SHOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL AFTER A CONVICTION OF THE SUBJECTS. 

THE SUBJECTS STAND TRIAL SAME WILL BE HELD - viAf we. 44 Fo ani 
APPROXIMATELY NOVEMBER TEN, FIFTYTWO. of ee 
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eo ‘Transmit ‘the following. message. to: sac, ‘MINNEAPOLIS 
corr gle Oe LEG | 


WAS 65 | BT AL, Troop. | REURTEL SEPTEMBER 


FIFTEEN. of 1s NOTED THAT THE USA CONTE: ‘PLATES THE. ARREST) 
7 eu Vig ‘SUBJECTS BY THE Ue ‘Ss. MARSHAL. You. ARE INSTRUCTED TO 7 
© amepramELy DISCUSS WITH THE USA. CHE DESIRABILITY OF BUREAU 
| AGENTS MAKIN’ THE ARREST AT ‘SUBJECTS PLACE. OF BUSINESS, SO 8, 
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OL DHAT A SEARCH FOR. THE CONTRABAND, ‘THE SLOT. MACAINES , ‘MAY ‘BE | a 


“MADE IworentzAL * 70. THE’ "ARREST « ‘BURILES REPLECT. THAT THIRTY 
0, EIGHT SLOT. MACIIINES: ARE INVOLVED IN THE. ILLEGAL TRANSPORTATION, 


“SERIAL NUMBERS OF WHICH ‘ARE IN YOUR PILES. ‘THE LOCATION OF ALL a 


2 OP. THESE ‘MACHINES Is nor KNOWN AND SOME MAY STILL BE IN, THE - 
| PossEsston oF SUBJECTS. ‘THIS couLD. NOT ori =RWISE_ BE. DETERMINED. 


UNLESS SUBJECTS. ‘VOLUNTARILY, FURNISHED THE INFORMATION. A ‘SECOND | 


CONSIDERATION. WHICH SHOULD. BE KEPT IN MIND Is THAT A SEARCH | 
 INeTDENT#AL TO ‘THE ARREST. MAY. REVEAL THE IDENTITY OF GAMBLING 
DEVICES WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN RECORDED BY SUBJECT’ COMPANY. IN ITs | 
0 MONTHLY. INVENTORY’ TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL." IF ‘THIS Is TRUE, | 
CHR. BEARCH. BEING LAGAL, ‘THERE WOULD BE A RASIS FOR ADDITIONAL 
. VIOLATIONS. HANDLE. | | : - 
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SIRECTOR, -FBI - UR CENT 


PHILIP NEVILLE, USA, ST. “PAUL, ADVISES HE BELIEVES FEDERAL GRAND ts C1 
vith MAKE RETURN TO COURT LATE AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER NINETEEN, AND THATS X / 
rae ‘COULD HAVE CLERK OF COURT EXPEDITE BENCH WARRANTS. BOTH NEVILLE AND 
AUSA WILLIAM ESSLING ADVISE THAT THEY MIGHT ISSUE USC COMPLAINTS 

AGAINST INDIVIDUALS WHO WILL BE INDICTED AND AS RESULT PERSONS COULD 

‘BE ARRESTED, HOWEVER, THEIR OPINION IS THAT, IF ANYONE OF INDIVIDUALS 

IS ARRESTED ON PREMISES OF MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY IN ST. PAUL, 
WHICH. IS A LARGE THREE STORY BUILDING, THAT SEARCH INCIDENTAL TO ARREST 
COULD ONLY BE CONFINED TO THE IMMEDIATE ROOM AND COULD NOT EXTEND TO 

THE BASEMENT, SECOND OR THIRD FLOORS. HOWEVER, THEY BELIEVE A SEARCH 
WARRANT COULD BE ISSUED AS RESULT OF MONTHLY REPORTS MAYFLOWER DISTRI- 
BUTING COMPANY FURNISHED TO ATTORNEY GENERAL,- BUT THEY STATED THERE MIGHT 

BE SOME QUESTION REGARDING VALIDITY. USA TO BE RECONTACTED ELEVEN Amite". ». 
NOVEMBER. NINETEEN, AT WHICH TIME HE WILL DECIDE WHETHER A SEARCH WARRANT °” 
WILL BE ISSUED AND IN ANY EVENT ARRESTS ‘WILL BE MADE BY FBI. a 
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| Office Mem — dum * UNITED; —_!S GOVERNMENT 


TO Mr... Ladd WY DATE: September 19, 1952 
FROM: Mr. Rosen 
SUBJECT: » was. etal 
INTERSTATE TRANS PORTATION b6 
OF GAMBLING DEVICES | z b7c 
GIR. 3 
PUR POSE 
To Axi se that arvert uCberaner, 
and Herma aster were arrested by Bureau Agénts tod = 


St. Paul, Minnesota on a Commissioner's warrant charging | 
violation of the Interstate Transportation of Gambling anak 
Devices Act. Gee 


DETAILS 


ASAC R. Le. Faisst telephonic advised that Bureau Agents 
had on this date arrested the above three subjects in St. Paul, 
Minnesota on the basis of a U. S. Yommissioner's warrant charging 
violation of the Interstate Transportation of Gambling Devices 
Act, commonly known as the Johnson=-Preston Act. They are charged 
with transporting 38 slot machines from Davenport, Iowa and 
Aged, Island, Illinois to St. Paul, Minnesota on or about March 2, 
1951 


An authorized search warrant was issued by the U. S. 
Commissioner and Bureau Agents are presently conducting a 
search of the subjects! place of business to locate the slot 


machines, 


You will recall that a memo was submitted dated September = }. . 


12, 1952 concerning the return of a secret indictment against \ 
these subjects in Federal District Court, St. Paul, Minnesota, — 


and concerning background information on the subjects. aa 


ACTION 


You will be advised of further developments. ASAC Faisst was 
authorized to release the facts to the press and Mr. Wick in 
Mr. Nicholst Office concurred. 
cc: Mr. Nichols 
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he — Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO > MR. tarp)’ - | DATE: September l2,; 1952 


FROM 


: MR. ROSEN /V, 


was, etal; 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
GAMBLING DEVICES 


SUBJECT: 


PURPOSE: 


To advise onal. Misnes the tee ae of an indictment in 
ul. September — . 


2 \ ing-Com “for violation of of the 
_Interetate Transportation of Gambl ini g Devices Acts 


DETAILS: 


The United States , Attorney in St, Paul confidentially 
advised the Minneapolis office that the Federal Grand Jury on etl / 
September 10, 1952, returned an indictment on two counts in the 
above case, The first, charges Albert H. 
Gardner and the Mayflower Distributing Company with violating the 
Interstate Transportation of Gambling Devices Act, commonly known 

as the Johnson-Preston Act, in that they transported by truck, 


38 slot machines to Minneapolis and St, Paul, Minnesota, from be 
Davenport, Iowa and Rock Island, Illinois, on or about March 2, bIC 
1951. The second count recites that Gardner and Herman 


Paster conspired to transport the above slot machines, and seta 
forth five overt acts committed between January 15, 1951, and 
March 5, 1951. 


There has been no previous. prosecutiveaction in this case, 
and the United States Attorney stated that he was uncertain when 
the indictment will become a matter of public records 
BACKGROUND OF CASE 


: 251 Seman Paster instructed. 
owat ne..up..some slot machines; 
that sines a recent Iowa statute made mere. possession of slot. 


Fe A A OLS 


machines an offense, he sh hould.. be_able_to.purshase. machines, ata. 
very reasonable, e figures everal selle ere..located and Paster 
notified, at which time he sent | | down to. Towa Se actually f 
consummate the sales. MTwenty- chased | 
from the Amerioan Legion Post #26 at_D lavanport,. love, _and ten, 
machines from William C, Knoop who had them stored 3 in 8 a tavern 


in Rock Island, ‘TiTiners. 
co: Mr. L. B. Nichols RECORDED- WI ->| 24 _ HG 
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Memo Mr. Ladd 


and and Sasisted in_ picking up. the_s mM 
then transported the machines_to Ste Paul, Minnesota. 
Some of the machines have been identified as being on an inventory 
furnished by the comp any to the Attorney General, and others as 
having been shipped to Nevada, 


BACKGROUND OF SUBJECTS 


Herman Paster is the general manaéegr and principal owner of 
the Mayflower Distributing Company and the’Paster Distributing 
Company, both located in St, Paul, and both concerned with the 
purchase, sale, servicing, and distribution of coin operated machines 
of various types. 


aster is re | a _W _ 
dollars, He was convicted in March, 1944 for an ‘an “OPA violation. .in. © 
connection with selling distilled spirits over the ceiling “price, | 
and was sentenced to eix months’ in prison and fined $10, 2000200. 


He is a18e_ the _same ind > ia al : ! 
2ement. \ {ie Blne Pe Cheiantenson, Atheehen Gerehel ce Nose 
Dakota, to. permit the operation of gambling devices in that states 


Information concerning this has previously been furnished, the 
most recent by memorandum dated September 5, 1952, 


. | of Paster and 
associated with him. has no known arrest record. 


Albert H. Gardner is a shipping clerk for the company. He 
was sentenced to a year and a day in 1929 for violation of the 
National Prohibition Act, 


ACTION 


For your information. You will be advised as to any further 
developments. 
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FBI / MiNNEAPOLIS 9-10-52 5-00 Pit 
DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT oe : / 


WAS, ETAL, IT0GD. USA, ST. PAUL, HAS CONF IDEN = 


bd 


= 
TIALLY ADVISED THAT GRAND JURY AT ST. PAUL TODAY RETURNED AN INDICTMENT 
ET 


a rag 


IN Two COUNTS IN INSTANT CASE. COUNT ONE RECITES THaT[ GARDNER 
Se aannnn 1 Verena nsnnannnann nn anesnnnssenaruan 


AND THE MAYFLOWER.. DISTRIBUTING COMPANY.DID ON OR ABOUT THREE TWO | 6 
FIFTYONE, IN VIOLATION OF TITLE FIFTEEN, SECTION ONE ONE SEVEN TWO, 
USC, BY MEANS OF A MOTOR TRUCK, TRANSPORT APPROXIMATELY THIRTYEIGHT 
SLOT MACHINES TO MINNEAPOLIS AND ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA FROM DAVENPORT, 
IOWA AND ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS, COUNT TWO RECITES THAT BETWEEN 

ONE FIFTEEN FIFTYONE- AND THREE FIVE FIFTYONE, IN ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 
AND ALSO IN IOWA, ILLINOIS AND WISCONSIN,[ _| GARDNER AND HERMAN 
PASTER CONSPIRED’ TOGETHER TO TRANSPORT THIRTYEIGHT SLOT MACHINES 

FROM DAVENPORT, IOWA AND ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS TO ST. PAUL AND 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, BY MEANS OF A MOTOR TRUCK IN VIOLATION OF TITLE 
FIFTEEN, SECTION ONE ONE SEVEN TWO, USA, THIS COUNT IS SUPPORTED 
BY ALLEGATIONS OF FIVE OVERT ACTS. ACT ONE RELATES TO TELEPHONE ° 
CALLS FROM PASTER,. PRESIDENT OF MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, MADE 


END PAGE ONE : RECORDED-I7,, J/- 27 [50 
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PAGE TWO | | | 
AT VARIOUS TIMES TO[————s—s—s—SSsdSAN EMPLOYEE OF THAT COMPANY, 
FROM ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN AND CHICAGO, ILL. TO 

LE CLAIRE AND’ DAVENPORT, IOWA, DURING FEBRUARY AND MARCH, FIFTYONE 
INSTRUCTING HIM TO ASCERTAIN THE WHEREABOUTS OF SLOT MACHINES 

WHICH COULD BE PURCHASED BY PASTER AND SAID COMPANY IN IOWA AND THE 

ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS AREA, ACT TWO RELATES TO PASTER-S HAVING 

RENTED OR HAVING CAUSED TO BE RENTED BY THE MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING 
COMPANY A TRUCK AT ST, PAUL, MINN, WITH WHICH TO TRANSPORT SAID SLOT }.~ 
FROM IOWA AND ROCK ISLAND, ILL. AREA TO ST. PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS, 


" 


MINN, WHICH TRUCK WAS SO USED. THIRD OVERT ACT RELATES THAT[ | 
[_] DID ON OR ABOUT MARCH ONE OR TWO FIFTYONE, 
GO TO DAVENPORT AND ROCK ISLAND AND PURCHASE THIRTYEIGHT SLOTS AND - 
ASSISTED IN LOADING SAME ON THE ABOVE TRUCK AND DID TRANSPORT SAME 

IN SAID TRUCK TO ST, PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, FOURTH OVERT ACT 
RELATES THAT ON LAST. ABOVE DATES, GARDNER DROVE THE TRUCK TO DAVENPORT 
AND ROCK ISLAND AND THERE PICKED UP IN AND ASSISTED IN LOADING ON SAME 
SAID SLOTS IN THE COMPANY OF{  |AND RETURNED WITH SAME TO 
NINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL, FIFTY OVERT ACT ALLEGED PASTER CAUSED 

END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 

THE MAYFLOWER DISTRIBUTING COMPANY ON OR ABOUT THREE TWO FIFTYONE 

TO ISSUE ITS CHECK IN AMOUNT OF TWENTYONE HUNDRED DOLLARS WHICH WAS 
DEPOSITIED IN THE PERSONAL CHECKING ACCOUNT OF |  |AND AGAINST WHICH 
| _|WROTE HIS PERSONAL CHECK FOR TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS TO OBTAIN CASH 
WITH WHICH HE PURCHASED THIRTYEIGHT SLOTS IN AND AROUND DAVENPORT 

AND WHICH WERE THEN TRANSPORTED AS ABOVE MENTIONED. AUSA ADVISES 26 


aroma RAIPUR a a 


UNCERTAIN AS 10 WHEN THE ABOVE INFO WILL BECOME MATTER OF PUBLIC. 
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RECORD. 
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- IRECTOR, FBI URGENT rey, BN Fee 
o Pi ptic ory 
ad WA., ET AL, ITOGD. RE OUR TEL, SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN. | 
re f ASK. ee he ase 
PHILIP NRVILLE, USA, ST. PAUL, AUTHORIZED TODAY FILING OF couRLATYE A 
‘7 , a a ; 


ei) 
: 


WAS SIGNED BY sat AND USC WARRANTS ISSUED AGAINST SUBJECTS 


; b6 
“ PASTER,[ _] AND GARDNER, CHARGING VIOLATION PUBLIC LAW NINE ZERO 9 37, 


BEFORE U. Se COMMISSIONER WILLIAM ECKLEY, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, WHICH 


SIX, HE ALSO AUTHORIZED ISSUANCE OF SEARCH WARRANT, WHICH WAS SIGNED 
BY sat _———sdY FOR SELZURE OF THE EIGHTEEN SLOT MACHINES ON WHICH 
AARE IDENTIFYING SERIAL NUMBERS AND WHICH WERE TRANSPORTED INTERSTATE. 
A SEARCH WARRANT ALSO NAMES SLOT MACHINES AND OTHER GAMBLING DEVICES, 
INCLUDING, BUT NOT EXCLUSIVE OF THE EIGHTEEN MACHINES. AT TWO THIRTY 


P, M. THIS DATE, ALL THREE SUBJECTS WERE ARRESTED mas AGENTS AT PASTER 
\ Ro Ae 


DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, TWENTYTWO EIGHTEEN untversf@yR VENUE, ST. PAUL, 
MINNESOTA, A SEARCH WARRANT WAS EXECUTED ON THE ENTIRE PREMISES, BUT 
NO MACHINES WERE LOCATED, WALTER J. JOHNSON, EXECUTIVE IN THE COMPANY, 
ADVISED NO SLOT MACHINES HAVE BEEN ON PREMISES FOR A LONG TIME AND 
THAT ALL HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN DESTROYED. ALL THREE SUBJECTS TAKEN BE- 
FORE USC AT WHICH TIME TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND WAS SET FoR[ | AND 
PASTER AND FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR GARDNER. BOND WAS MADE BY ALL 
THREE SUBJECTS AND THE HEARING WAS CONTINUED UNTIL MONDAY, MORNING NEXT. 
LOCAL PRESS RELEASE MADE IN ACCORDANCE wit uREAu Adraoct rh? Caves 
ey pe foe ewe see 


Se SR i 3 ee ee 


TO ASAC FAISST THIS DATE, RECORDED “Vs xy a2 


— “_™ AT ae ee 


~ BANISTER 


rat 
, MR, ROSEN a. 
a AND SUPERVISOR isto 
END AND ACK . 1 \ aNVESTIGATIVE DEVISHYS 
Li ° - 4 Hh td) 


(6-53 PM ofEe WA RD 


(82 OCT 6 “T9852. 


